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Fake news, false patriotism 
and the enemies of democracy 


pro-Brexit campaign fits the description 

perfectly. As well as the likely dire 
economic consequences of Brexit, it is becoming clear that 
the hard Brexiteers would like this country to follow the 
examples of Italy and Hungary, whose governments are 
riding roughshod over the human rights of minorities. 

The Electoral Commission found that the official pro- 
Brexit campaign, Vote Leave, greatly exceeded its spending 
limits by passing £600,000 of donations to another group, 
BeLeave. There are also indications 
that donations from unauthorised 


4 atriotism is the last refuge of a scoundrel,” 
wrote Samuel Johnson in 1775. And it 
is now becoming clear that the official 


into question the most important British political decision 
of recent times and makes a second referendum on the 
terms of the proposed Brexit deal essential. 

Some of these Brexiteers have been happy to share 
platforms with far right politicians from Europe and 
Australia at violent mass rallies of up to 15,000 people in 
support of Tommy Robinson — real name Stephen Yaxley- 
Lennon — who is on at least one US far right payroll. This 
has resulted in violence against not only against anti- 
racists but also against the police on at least two occasions, 
when officers were injured. 

As these overseas Nazis, fascists and race and religious 

haters strut their stuff in Whitehall, 
Steve Bannon, former White House 


foreign sources found their way to the Bannon holds cou a in a five- éminence grise behind the US 


leave campaigns. 

In a letter to The Times on 4 
August, in reply to an assertion that 
Vote Leave’s donations were legal, 


president Donald Trump, holds court 


star Mayfair hote i® me eting in a five-star Mayfair hotel, meeting 
the people he hopes will 


the people he hopes will become the 
backbone of an international far right 


Electoral Commission chief executive be come the b ackbone of ah network, which he wants to establish 


Claire Bassett said the commission 


under the name “the Movement”. 


had examined “financial data, meeting inte rnational far rig ht network People who worked for Bannon at 


minutes, interview transcripts and 

significant amounts of correspondence” 

of the Vote Leave campaign and found to a criminal standard 
of proof that “a number of offences were committed”. 

Now a cross-party group of more than 50 MPs and peers 
has called for a criminal investigation of “law-breaking” 
by Vote Leave and other pro-Brexit campaigns. The letter 
states: “The Electoral Commission, the Information 
Commissioner, the House of Commons digital, culture, 
media and sport committee and others have been doing 
important work in this area. However, their powers of 
investigation and the sanctions at their disposal are limited 
and they have no power to prosecute.” 

The powers of the Electoral Commission are limited to 
the imposition of fines. It has fined Arron Banks’s Leave. 
EU campaign £70,000 for multiple breaches of electoral 
law, including exceeding spending limits. Vote Leave was 
fined £61,000 for four breaches of the law. All this throws 
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Breitbart News in the US before it 

infiltrated the UK brought messages of 
support from Bannon. One must ask why Bannon and his 
millionaire friends were not turned away from this country. 

Genuine patriots are worried that Britain’s democracy is 
failing. There is an urgent need for a non-sectarian popular 
front to hold back the far right policies of fascism and hate 
in their many forms. The quarter of a million people who 
demonstrated against Trump’s UK visit in July should 
now turn their attention to protecting what is left after the 
damage caused by this fifth column. 

We have waited in vain for Labour to demand a second 
referendum. If Labour ignores the danger this country is 
in, it will be up to the trade unions and community groups, 
and all of us, no matter who we vote for, to make this 
demand now. e 


Gerry Gable, editor 
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By Gerry Gable 


Phillip Taylor, 1935-2018 


For the younger generation of anti-fascists it might be a puzzle why 
Searchlight has honoured Phil Taylor with an obituary. For both the 
new generation and those post-war anti-fascist veterans who have not 
entered into genteel retirement, Philly's life was an example of fighting 
against the odds, taking whatever the enemy might try to dish out. 

| never knew until his daughter Kate, a one time member of the Searchlight 
team, rushed to help with finding out about his early life and told me he was 
born in Liverpool. His family later moved to north London. At school he was 
described as a bit of a handful and the headteacher had to decide between 
expelling him or making him head boy - he wisely chose the latter. 

Philly ran stalls in London street markets - his old comrades describe him 
as the original “Del Boy”. He used to sell women’s underwear and t-shirts. 

About 20 years ago, at a social event, he came up and slipped a brown 
paper bag into my briefcase, saying, “Look at it when you get home. It should 
bring back memories of our street fighting days.” When | opened the bag, it 
contained a woolly football supporter’s hat, with the number 62 on the front. 
That was a nod to the “62 Group” of anti-fascists, set up in 1962. 

As one would say in those days, Philly knew how to ruck - and many of 
Colin Jordan's Nazis and the violent end of the far right needed a trip to A&E. 
Philly was not a big guy but had been a pretty good boxer in his younger 
years. He was also fearless when the 62 Group broke up an international Nazi 
rally in a Brighton hotel in 1971 (see Searchlight, Spring 2018). 

Philly was not a leader in the group, but a 100% brave and loyal footsoldier. 
| recall the night the 62 Group wrecked the launch meeting of Jordan’s British 
Movement. On the way out, one of them pulled a sword stick but Philly 
shoved aside two of our youngsters and knocked the Nazi senseless. 

Nearly two years ago Kate and Philly came to my 80th birthday party, so 
many younger people, who had been inspired by his courage, could meet 
and thank him. 

With all our love, from those who fought alongside you, we say, “Salud, 
Phillip Taylor. La /otta continua.” 


Phil was a handy 
boxer in his 
younger days 
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Cambridge puts 


eople in Cambridge were 
P horrified to learn that local 

racists were planning a “Free 
Tommy Robinson” protest on 21 July, 
to coincide with a pre-season football 
match between the local team and 
Millwall. 

Local campaigning groups linked up 
with trade union branches to organise 
a counter demo to the planned 
hate march. The RMT rail union 
responded in the best possible way to 
the violence of the previous weekend 
— when assistant general secretary 
Steve Hedley was attacked by Tommy 
Robinson supporters — by organising 


Anti-racists 
march through 
the streets of 
Cambridge, 
with the RMT’s 
Steve Hedley 
(above, right) 
addressing the 
demonstrators 
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racists in their place 


a coach from London. RMT members 
made defiant speeches at the rally 
alongside members of the Unite and 
FBU unions, Cambridge MP Daniel 
Zeichner and anti-fascist groups. 
Towards the end of the anti-fascist 
rally the numbers had swollen to well 
over 600 when a pitiful collection 
of around 30 fascists showed up, 
apparently looking for a fight, with 
some of them making Nazi salutes. 
Had they been able to wander 
into the counter-protest it would not 
have ended well for them. Stewards 
provided by the RMT, Unite and FBU 
were more than a match for them. 
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The stand-off continued until they 
retreated. Then there was an anti- 
racist march around the town that was 
well received by locals, some of whom 


joined in to swell the numbers further. 


Returning to the original rallying 
point at the end of the march, the 
anti-fascists were greeted by the 
pathetic sight of a lone racist, holding 
a placard and shouting abuse. 

He later attempted to throw red 
paint over a photographer. He failed 
in this task, managing instead to 
decorate the faces of two police officers 
and his own “Free Tommy” t-shirt. 
Unsurprisingly he was arrested. 


ROTM E EEE E HERE EEE E EERE EE EEE EEE THESE TEESE EEE EEE EEE EE EE EE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEEEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEEEE EE EE EEE EEE EE EEEE EEE EEEE EEE EEE HEHE EEE EE EE EEE EEE HEE EEE EEE EEE HEHEHE EEE EEE EEE EEE 


Internationals stood 
alongside Kurds 


or several years, while the conflict that engulfed Iraq 
F and Syria and the Kurdish homelands was taking 

place, hundreds of volunteers travelled from Britain 
and the rest of the world to join up with the Kurds, fighting 
alongside their forces and often with the Kurdish women’s 
units (YPI), against both ISIS and the Turkish military 
invaders. 

One young woman from Britain, Anna Campbell, 26, was 
killed during a Turkish air strike. What is really impressive 
has been the reaction of the families in Britain who have 
lost children in this struggle. 


Honoured 


When the Kurdish fighters have honoured their fallen 
comrades and come to Britain or other countries to meet 
the families of the international casualties, the parents 
have had nothing but praise for the reasons their children 
had taken up arms on the Kurdish side. 

After the barbaric treatment of the Yazidi women -— large 
numbers of whom were killed, or raped and sold into 
slavery by ISIS, while Yazidi men were also slaughtered — 
many international women volunteers joined the YPI and 
fought alongside their Kurdish sisters. Anna was one of 
these volunteers. 

They eventually rescued thousands of Yazidi women 
and their children. ISIS learned to really fear these young 
women fighters. 

Earlier this year James Matthews, a middle-aged former 
British soldier who had fought alongside the Kurdish YPG 
military units against ISIS, came home for the second 
time to visit his family. As he stepped off the plane he was 
arrested on terrorism-related charges. For months he 
anxiously awaited a trial that was to take place towards the 
end of this year. But in July he was summoned to court and 
told he had no case to answer. 

Having suffered the trauma of being accused of 
terrorism, on top of the trauma of battle, James is now 
demanding to know exactly why these charges were laid 
against him. Among well informed observers of the war 
against ISIS, there is a strong suspicion that this was 
connected to the British government’s cosying up to the 
Turkish dictator, Recep Erdogan. 

Historically this is reminiscent of the pressure put on 
those who fought in the International Brigades in the 
Spanish Civil War when they returned home. 
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The new far right 


Britain's far right is mobilising in unprecedented numbers, bolstered by international 
support and poisonous ideology. Tash Shifrin and Martin Smith investigate 


new mass far right 

movement is on the 

streets. On Saturday 9 

June we saw the biggest 

ever far right demo in 
Britain. Around 15,000 people joined 
the “Free Tommy Robinson” protest 
in Whitehall, central London. 

It was far bigger than any demo by 
the English Defence League (EDL) or 
by the National Front in the 1970s. 
Even Oswald Mosley’s British Union 
of Fascists was only able to stage 
events on this sort of scale indoors. 

And it came just a month after 
5,000 turned out for the “Day for 
Freedom” protest called by Robinson, 
also in Whitehall — a professionally 
produced rally which we argue 
marked a turning point for fascists 


KEY EVENTS 


11 June 2017 
Tommy Robinson demo, 
Manchester 


24 June 2017 
First FLA demo 


17 October 2017 
Second FLA demo 


6 May 2018 
Tommy Robinson “Day for 
Freedom” 


26 May 2018 

Snap “Free Tommy” demo, London 
1 June 2018 

Snap “Free Tommy” demo, Leeds 
2 June 2018 

DFLA, Manchester 


9 June 2018 
15,000-strong “Free Tommy” demo, 
London 


14 July 2018 
“Free Tommy” demo, London 
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and the far right in Britain. A series 
of demos over the summer showed 

a swift acceleration of the new 
movement (see Key Events box, left). 

The 9 June demo called for the 
release of Tommy Robinson — real 
name Stephen Yaxley-Lennon — who 
was jailed in May for contempt of 
court. The appeal court later ruled he 
should be released on bail to face a 
retrial, which was set for 4 September, 
as Searchlight goes to press. 

This is a rapidly developing far 
right racist movement, with fascists 
openly operating within it — but it has 
not emerged out of thin air. Over the 
past 14 months, we have reported on a 
series of separate protests organised by 
Robinson, the Football Lads Alliance 
(FLA) and its successor, the Democratic 
Football Lads Alliance (DFLA). 

As early as June 2017 we warned that 
Tommy Robinson had mobilised “the 
EDL reloaded” in Manchester as a huge 
march of several thousands raised the 
ghosts of his previous organisation, the 
English Defence League. 

The FLA staged its first march in 
London, just two weeks later. The two 
large scale mobilisations in the space 
of a fortnight showed that the far right 
was finding new ways to organise. 


Now we see a further growth — and 
a coming together. Robinson’s 6 May 
“Day for Freedom” included a feeder 
march of up to 3,000 called by the 
DFLA. But Robinson can also mobilise 
huge numbers independently through 
his massive social media following, 
pulling in a wider range of people than 
the hooligan firms of the DFLA. 

In the past year the movement’s 
nature has changed too, with a more 
visible presence of nazi and fascist 
groups and a much stronger presence 
of ideological figures from across the 
international far right — including 
the nazi activists and theorists of 
Generation Identity (GI), which wants 
to see an all-white Europe, and key 
figures from the “alt-right” and its 
media platforms in the US and Canada. 

Even in the three months of this 
summer’s mobilisations, we have seen 
the growing influence of the GI group, 
who marched into the July demo to 
sustained applause and cheers. 

This is a new and complex 
movement, one that spans the full 
spectrum of the far right both in 
Britain and internationally, from 
UKIP to hardcore fascists. 

It is mobilising primarily around 
Islamophobia — but along with 


Ideological battleground 


Tommy Robinson’s 6 May “Day for Freedom” was ostensibly called to defend “free speech”. 
In reality it was about promoting the far right’s “right” to taunt, mock and intimidate its 
enemies. Significantly, it was in parts a seriously ideological event, designed to “educate” 


and raise the political level of the far right in Britain. 


Some speakers referred to concepts such as “ethnopluralism”, the “clash of civilisations” and 
privilege theory. Such a high level of political discussion would have been unthinkable even a 
year ago - and would never have taken place at an EDL or BNP rally. 

Speakers at the Tommy Robinson events, such as the alt-right’s Milo Yiannopoulos and Gl- 
linked Lauren Southern, are self-proclaimed “neo-Gramscians of the right”. They believe political 
victory can only be achieved after a cultural victory and therefore aim to establish a far right 
cultural hegemony. Those on the left who are familiar with the old slogan, “Educate, agitate, 
organise”, should understand that this is what the far right is now seeking to do on a huge scale. 
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Muslims a range of the far right’s 
other targets are also in the frame. 
The movement is also keen to latch 
onto and racialise serious and 
complex issues such as rape and child 
sexual abuse, whipping up fear of 
so-called “Muslim grooming gangs”. 

The events of 9 June began with 
thousands of Robinson supporters 
assembling at Trafalgar Square, 
chanting and displaying flags around 
the base of Nelson’s Column before 
marching down Whitehall for a rally 
outside Downing Street. The rally was 
huge, triumphant, oozed confidence 
and was very aggressive — even before 
hundreds of attendees attacked police 
towards the end of the event. 

Tommy Robinson is the figurehead 
of the new movement. His jailing has 
only reinforced his popularity and 
boosted his profile, across Britain and 
internationally. He has built up a very 
significant social media presence, with 
over 884,000 Facebook followers. 

His campaign is receiving 
substantial funding from the US 
— including from the deeply anti- 
Muslim and neoconservative “think 
tank”, the Middle East Forum — as 
well as through his online operation. 

Robinson, once a member of the 
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Tash Shifrin 

and Martin 
Smith write 

on the Dream 
Deferred website 
dreamdeferred. 
org.uk where 
you can find their 
series of reports 
on the new far 
right movement 


fascist British National Party, was a 
founding member and leader of the 
EDL and is hero-worshipped by the 
grassroots of the developing far right 
movement. His political positions 
have hardened to the extent that he is 
now openly promoting GI leaders. 

There is a growing international 
dynamic to his status, with 


international “Free Tommy” solidarity 


protests in Belfast, New York, 
Brussels, Chicago, Wellington, Tel 
Aviv, Toronto and elsewhere. 

There were a number of similarities 
between May’s “Day for Freedom”, the 
“Free Tommy” demo on 9 June and the 
14 July follow-up. At all three, speakers 
focused on key political themes of the 
far right in Europe and the US — in 
particular, vile Islamophobia and 
racism directed at immigrants. Notably, 
they also centred on opposition to “the 
elite”, challenging the government, the 
state, the centres of power. 

Several speakers also directed 
hatred towards the Labour Party and 
anti-fascists. Sadiq Khan, the Labour 
Mayor of London, who is Muslim, was 
a particular target of racist abuse and 
conspiracy-based scapegoating. 

Importantly, these were very 
ideological events, and the speakers 


reflected this (see box, left). There was 
a bookstall in Trafalgar Square on 9 
June selling Robinson’s books and GI 
materials. 

The “Free Tommy” rallies were 
compered by Raheem Kassam, who 
until recently was London chief of the 
far right Breitbart website. 


He is a leading figure, fixer and 
networker in the far right in Britain 
and has personal connections with US 
president Donald Trump and Trump’s 
former advisor Steve Bannon (see box, 
page 10). It’s worth noting that the US 
president’s son, Donald Trump Jr, also 
tweeted his support for Robinson. 

Kassam spoke about people “taking 
their countries back” in Italy, Poland 
and Hungary and the need to build a 
similar movement in Britain. 

Fascist and racist parties from 
across Europe have also rallied to 
the Robinson cause. He has received 
a message of support from Louis 
Aliot, deputy leader of the fascist 
Rassemblement National (RN, 
formerly the Front National) in 
France and partner of its leader, 
Marine Le Pen. And in July, the 
French fascist party sent a speaker 
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to the “Free Tommy” event. Filip 
Dewinter, an MP in Belgium and a 
leading member of the fascist Viaams 
Belang (formerly the Vlaams Blok) 
has turned up for Tommy twice now. 
Dewinter has been a guest speaker 
at gatherings of Belgians who fought 
alongside the Nazis as SS soldiers 

in World War Two and has also laid 
flowers at the graves of Flemish SS 
collaborators. 

Another star speaker has been 
Geert Wilders, leader of the racist 
populist Party for Freedom (PVV) in 
the Netherlands. His involvement is 
important — he is a key figure bringing 
together the far right across Europe, 
and is central to alliances taking in 
France’s RN, Italy’s Lega, Austria’s FPO 
and other far right parties. 

Interspersed with some of the leading 
figures of the far right in Europe and 
the US were some home-grown racists, 
including UKIP leader Gerard Batten 
(see box, right), Anne-Marie Waters 
of the Islamophobic splinter party For 
Britain and the former UKIP and now 
independent MEP, Janice Atkinson. 

Atkinson is a member of the Europe 
of Nations and Freedom European 
Parliamentary Group — a far right 
platform supported by the RN, PVV, 
FPO, Vlaams Belang and Italy’s Lega. 
She is a lynchpin between the European 
far right and the emerging British street 
movement. On 5 June she hosted a 
meeting at the European Parliament 
with guest speakers Lee Williams 
from the DFLA and Richard Inman of 
Veterans Against Terrorism. 

But while the speakers at the “Free 
Tommy” rallies echoed many of the 
themes of the “Day for Freedom” 
event, there were some important 


differences between the two demos. 
First and foremost the June protest 
was three times bigger than the “Day 
for Freedom”. 

Second, the DFLA was not an 
organised part of this protest. Of course 
many DFLA supporters were there, but 
its leadership was at best lukewarm to 
the event and did not mobilise. They 
want to keep hold of their chunk of the 
movement and maintain independence 
from Robinson — who wants to remain 
independent of them. 

The third difference was the tone 
of the June rally. Unlike the “Day for 
Freedom” it was not a festival. The 
speeches were more aggressive in tone, 
more openly racist and ultranationalist. 
There was no soft underbelly. That 
harder edge soon manifested itself in 
violence. Thugs attempted to attack 


Bannon’s European mission 
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Steve Bannon sent a message of support for Tommy Robinson and 
later described the former EDL leader as the “backbone of Britain”. 

Over the last few months Bannon has toured Europe, speaking in France, 
Hungary, Italy and the Czech republic. At a meeting with French fascist leader 
Marine Le Pen, Bannon declared: “Let them call you racist, xenophobes, 
nativists, homophobes, misogynists - wear it as a badge of honour!” 

His interventions are directed at pulling together a far right international, 
across Europe and America - and the process works both ways, with a cross- 
fertilisation of ideology and organisation. Bannon’s proposed foundation, 
“the Movement” would channel funds and coordinate the far right. 


a Stand Up to Racism counter demo, 
something that has become a feature 
of DFLA and Tommy Robinson 

events, then — while the rally speeches 
continued outside Downing Street — 
hundreds of far right thugs began to 
throw missiles and fight the police near 
Trafalgar Square. 


And after the July “Free Tommy” 
demo, a squad of fascists attacked 
trade unionists in a Westminster pub 
with glasses and chairs. They targeted 
Steve Hedley, assistant general 
secretary of the RMT transport 
union who had earlier spoken at a 
3,000-strong Stand Up to Racism 
counter protest, leaving him with 
head and face wounds. 

In August, a group of far right 
demonstrators including three UKIP 
members — one of them Luke Nash- 
Jones, who runs the far right Make 
Britain Great Again / People’s Charter 
groups — attacked the TUC-backed 
socialist bookshop, Bookmarks. 

A key question is, what kind of 
movement is this new far right? At 
present it is taking to the streets, with 
historically huge numbers turning out 
and the ability to call sizeable snap 
demos with very little notice. 

It is a very broad movement. The 
different forces have united around 
a number of issues but the major 
players are competing with each 
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other too. It is a very fluid situation, 
with different groups and individuals 
emerging and fighting for influence. 

It makes sense to consider Tommy 
Robinson supporters and organisations 
such as the DFLA as elements in the 
same movement, operating within it. 
At different times different elements 
will come to the fore. 

This is why looking at each protest 
in isolation is not a fruitful way to 
understand the trajectory of this 
new movement. There are numerous 
reasons why some demos will be 
bigger or smaller than others. The key 
task is to assess if this movement is 
going forward or backward — and by 
any measure it is growing. 

It is also important to note that at 
present, leading figures and groups 
have influence but not control 
over their followers. We have seen 
the tensions between leaders and 
footsoldiers in the internal battles for 
control of the FLA, now the DFLA. 

The June demo also showed how 
demonstrators had a large measure 
of autonomy, outside of official calls. 
The early chanting and flag display in 
Trafalgar Square was self-organised by 
its participants, complete with smoke 
and flares. This was something the 
organisers tried to prevent in July. But 
the footsoldiers are likely to reassert 
themselves in future, with the DFLA 
preparing for a major demo in London 
on 13 October and the likelihood of 
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more Tommy Robinson mobilisations 
— with or without the man himself. 

In what direction will the new 
far right movement develop? It is 
too early to try to predict — but the 
growing movement has options. 

The movement is now focused on 
the streets. But while traditionally, 
fascist and far right movements have 
attempted to march in areas with 
large numbers of people from ethnic 
minority groups, this is not happening 
at the moment — instead the main 
events have been in central London. 
There are two possible explanations. 

The first may be a conscious decision 
not to repeat the EDL’s strategy. Its 
local marches in areas with large 
Muslim populations led to its demise, as 
anti-fascists and local people mobilised 
huge numbers to defeat it in key east 
London locations. 

The second is a political difference 
with past movements. Racism and 
Islamophobia are the main mobilising 
issues for the new far right, but it 
also believes that its time has come, 
and the so-called “liberal elites” are 
finished. This movement is now 
taking aim at the centres of power. 


Generation 
Identity Nazis 
march into the 
14 July demo to 
applause and 
cheers 


And worryingly the new movement 
has shown its ability to “normalise” 
its marches and hold mass rallies 

in Whitehall, aiming at the seats of 
parliamentary democracy and state 
power — this is something the far right 
have never been able to do before. 

In this way, the far right is seizing 
the traditional ground of the labour 
movement and the left. 

The new far right is sustained by 
significant international support and 
fed by a huge network of far right social 
media ideologues and outlets. 

As yet, it has no serious electoral 
dimension — although key political 
figures would like to see one (see box 
below). Whether the far right in Britain 
turns back towards electoralism or 
not, one thing is clear. It has put more 
bodies on the street than any other far 
right or fascist movement. 

The new far right movement presents 
a very clear danger — to Muslims, to 
black people and those from ethnic 
minorities, to LGBT people, trade 
unionists and socialists. The task 
for anti-racists and anti-fascists is to 
build opposition on a scale that can 
demoralise and defeat it. * 


UKIP: the street and the ballot box 


In a notable departure from previous party policy, UKIP leader Gerard Batten has spoken 
at the Tommy Robinson demos. While Nigel Farage took over a party that grew out of the 
Tory hard right and built it up through racist populism, he shied away from association 
with fascist parties such as the BNP or the racist street thugs of the EDL. 

By contrast, Batten is happy to stand with fascist Tommy Robinson, the football hooligan 
firms of the DFLA and the Nazis of GI. Since the Brexit referendum UKIP’s vote has collapsed. 
Now Batten wants to rebuild it on the back of the street movement - while, separately, Raheem 
Kassam is hinting that he could challenge in the London mayoral elections in 2020. Other key 
figures and groups in the new far right movement also believe that the crisis of the Tories over 
Brexit will open up a political space for the far right. 


Dangerous combination 


The combination of an electoral wing and a street fighting wing is a dangerous one - this is the 
classic fascjst strategy pioneered by Hitler and Mussolini. And there are more recent examples of 
how the far right can move between electoral and street movement routes. 

Street movements in Germany and Hungary have prompted the development of electoral 
parties such as the far right AfD in Germany, which grew substantially out of the racist Pegida 
movement, and the Nazi Jobbik in Hungary, which retains links with a paramilitary wing. In 
2006, the far right Fidesz party in Hungary - an existing electoral party - made a rapid turn 
towards organising within the mass protests against the then social democratic government to 
compensate for its poor performance electorally. It was its role in this movement that cemented 
Fidesz’s position as Hungary's biggest party. This is the strategy being adopted by UKIP today. 

lf UKIP re-emerges as a serious electoral presence on this basis, it would signal a much more 
dangerous prospect than the Farage party. 
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Dangerous days 


Attacks on Muslims in Britain are on the rise again, both on the streets and online, 
figures from the Tell MAMA monitoring group show. Fiyaz Mughal reports 


n 2017, Tell MAMA recorded 

1,201 verified reports of 

anti-Muslim or Islamophobic 

incidents in the UK. More than 

two thirds of verified incidents 
occurred offline, or at street level, 
which represents a 30% rise in offline 
reports, compared with the previous 
reporting period. 

An “offline” or “street-level” 
incident means that the incident 
either occurred in person between a 
victim and a perpetrator, or that the 
incident involved vandalism, which 
includes the targeting of Islamic 
institutions, the homes of Muslims or 
property owned by Muslims. 

Rise 

Crimes or incidents that are classified 
as “online” occurred on social media 
platforms such as Facebook or Twitter 
or on other internet-based platforms. 
They account for a third of reports in 
2017, which represents a 16.3% rise 
when compared with the previous 
reporting period. 

This small rise can be partially 
attributed to the way ideologically 
motivated social media users felt 
emboldened by major “trigger” events 
and broader anti-Muslim discourses 
in the public sphere. 

This figure, however, should be 
viewed as part of a wider trend 


been a marked shift towards more 
serious offline incidents. These 
include physical attacks, threatening 
behaviour, discrimination and abuse 
more generally. 

There is also a growing awareness of 
Tell MAMA among key stakeholders 
and partners in Muslim communities, 
resulting in a greater willingness 
among victims and witnesses to report 
incidents. 

Over the past three years, Tell 
MAMA has recorded 3,005 verified 
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Fiyaz Mughal is 
director of Faith 
Matters, which 


MAMA project 


Muslim women 
take part in an 
anti-racist march 
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Islamophobic incidents across the UK. 
While the number of online incidents 
has remained relatively constant, we 
have recorded a steady increase in 
offline anti-Muslim incidents, year 

on year. Between 2015 and 2016, we 
recorded a 46.9% increase in offline 
incidents. This trend continued in 
2017, with a 30.6% rise in verified 
offline reports. 

Consistent with previous reports, 
the two most common incident 
categories were abusive behaviour 
and physical attack — 70% of verified 
offline incidents included directly 
abusive, violent or threatening 
behaviour, with physical attacks 
accounting for almost 20%. In 2017, 
we recorded a 56% increase in cases of 
discrimination and an 88% increase 
in vandalism when compared with the 
previous dataset. 

The two most common locations 
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in our datasets, where there has L 


for incidents were busy public spaces 
and transport networks. The third 
most common place for incidents to 
occur was in or around a household 
or private property — a 26% increase 
over the previous year. 

In 2017, there were several high- 
profile domestic terrorist incidents in 
Britain. As documented in our 2016 
Annual Report, events that stimulate 
public discourse on immigration 
and Islam can correspond with a 
demonstrable “spike” in anti-Muslim 
hate crimes and incidents. 

It is vital to note, however, that 
these events are not the underlying 
cause of anti-Muslim incidents, but 
rather act as triggers, where people 
with latent racial prejudices feel 
emboldened to act on their views, 
violently or otherwise. 

Perpetrators often reference 
mainstream discourse concerning 
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immigration and terrorism 

alongside broadly Islamophobic and 
dehumanising language to abuse their 
victims. 

Tell MAMA recorded a 475% 
increase in the number of offline 
anti-Muslim incidents reported in the 

‘ week following the EU referendum in 
June 2016. 

However, this spike was dwarfed 
by the 700% increase recorded in 
the week following the Manchester 
Arena attack on 22 May 2017, with 72 
reports recorded seven days after the 
terror attack, compared with nine in 
the previous week. 


report, The Geography of Anti- 
Muslim Hatred, there may also be 
regional factors to consider when 
analysing hate crime trends, which 
include issues of deprivation, 
population density, variations in the 
density of transport networks, local 
policing and public awareness of Tell 
MAMA in that location. 

The highest proportion of anti- 
Muslim incidents occurred in London, 
which accounted for just over a third 
of the reports, while the north west of 
England had the highest proportion of 
incidents outside London, with 18%. 
The Yorkshire and Humber region, 


Islamophobic 
incidents, week 
by week in 2017 
are illustrated ina 
graphic from Tell 
MAMA's report 


The highest proportion of anti-Muslim incidents 
occurred in London, which accounted for just 
over a third of the reports, while the north west of 


England had the high 
outside London, with 


Conventional wisdom would 
suggest that incidents of Islamophobic 
abuse are more prevalent in areas 
with higher Muslim populations. 
However, as discussed in our 2015 


22 May 


est proportion of incidents 
18% 


along with the West Midlands, also 
accounted for a significant proportion 
of reports. 

Most victims were female, while 
most perpetrators were male — and 


3 June 
Three attackers drove a van into 


72% of the perpetrators were white 
men. Victims and perpetrators of 
Islamophobic incidents can be of 
any age. However, the most common 
age range of victims was 26-35 

and the most common age range of 
perpetrators was 13-18. 


Institutions 


Given that many cases involve 
low-level abuse, harassment or 
violence, victims understandably are 
sometimes unable to recall the precise 
age of the perpetrator. The age range 
of perpetrators may reflect a wider 
problem of Islamophobic bullying in 
educational institutions. 

There is a much higher proportion 
of victims who were under 12 (15%) 
than perpetrators who were under 12 ( 
just 4%), where age category data was 
available. 

However, it can be argued that a 
high proportion of perpetrators are 
aged 13-18 due to the prevalence of 
so-called “thrill-seeking” hate crime, 
where perpetrators abuse their victim 
for their own entertainment. ® 


This is an edited extract from Tell 
Mama's report, Beyond the Incident: 
Outcomes for victims of anti-Muslim 
prejudice. See is.gd/tellmama2017 


A suicide bombing at the 
Manchester Arena 
killed 22 people, 


pedestrians at London Bridge, then three men 
got out and attacked people in Borough Market. 


including the attacker, Eight people died and 48 people were injured. 


and injured over 800. 


Vandalism 


19 June 

An attacker drove a van into 

pedestrians outside the Muslim Welfare 
House in Finsbury Park. One man was killed 
and 12 others were injured. 


Threatening 
Behaviour 


Hate Speech 


TERROR CARNAGE 
AT WESTMINSTER 


15 September 

A homemade bomb partially exploded 
on a Tube train at Parsons Green 
which caused numerous injuries. 


Physical 
Attack 


Five killed and more than 50 people 
injured when an attacker drove 
a car into pedestrians at Westminster 


Bridge. 
Abusive 


Behaviour 
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A horrific series of attacks on 
Ukraine's beleaguered Roma 
community earlier this year 
culminated in murder, while racism 
and hate crimes are widespread. 
Hanna Hrytsenko reports 


Pogroms in Ukraine 


n the night of 23-24 June this year a series 
of anti-Roma pogroms in Ukraine, which 
had been going on over several months, 
culminated in a murder. A group of young 
men aged between 17 and 20 from Lviv went 
to a temporary Roma camp in a forest, bearing knives and 
hammers. David Pap, 23, was brutally murdered and three 
other camp inhabitants, including a woman and her 10 
year old son, were taken to hospital with knife wounds. 

The attackers were referred to in the media as a neo-Nazi 
group called “Sober and angry youth”, with its own social 
media channel called Lemberg Jugend — which has since 
become unavailable — full of neo-Nazi rhetoric. 

Most of the suspects for the attack were students and 
the leader of the group, Andriy Tychka, aged 20, was an 
unemployed man with just three months’ work experience 
as a checkout cashier in a supermarket. The name of the 
group refers to a youth subculture. 

A criminal case was launched for intentional killing and 
hooliganism. Two of the suspects are now under house 
arrest, and five others are behind bars. None of Lviv’s 
many far right activists came to the court to support their 
“prisoners of conscience”. 


Teargas 


Pap’s murder marked the peak of the series of attacks on 
Roma camps, which was started on 20 April — Hitler’s 
birthday — by Kyiv activists from the neo-Nazi group C14. 
They attacked a Roma camp in Kyiv’s park zone, an,area 
remote enough not to disturb anyone — except the victims. 
The fascists attacked the camp’s inhabitants, including 
children, with teargas and stones, forcing them to run 
away, and then set the remains of their possessions on fire. 

After three months, and an international outcry, a C14 
activist named Serhiy Mazur, who discussed the pogrom 
on his Facebook page, was charged with group hooliganism 
and subjected to house arrest as a pre-trial restriction. But 
more pogroms followed over the next three months. 

On 9 May, a Roma camp was attacked in Rudno, in the 
Lviv region. A group of nearly 30 men in masks set the 


14 | Searchlight 


camp on fire. The inhabitants were forced to run away and 
some were taken to hospital. 

On 22 May, a Roma camp was attacked in a forest near 
Ternopil. A group of around 15 men shot at and tried to 
beat the camp inhabitants, who were again forced to flee. 
Police arrived, but none of the attackers was detained at 
the scene. According to the media, up to 12 people were 
suspected to have taken part, including a local member of 
the neo-Nazi group Right Sector, named Pavlo “Wolverine” 
Hryvniak. 

Two days later, a group of people broke into the office 
of a lawyer who was working on a case involving an anti- 
Roma pogrom in Vilshany in May last year. They beat him 
and demanded that he stop defending Roma people. The 
attackers were not ordinary people, but people from the 
Kharkiv regional attorney’s office, including the regional 
attorney Ilhar Hasanov himself. 

In the Vilshalny pogrom, a leader of the local Roma 
community was killed, and eight more people were wounded 
by gunshots. Oleksiy Lytvynov, then a village head and now 
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a Kharkiv regional council deputy, has been accused of the 
murder. He now faces trial, but is not in custody. 

This year’s series of attacks continued. On 7 June, 
National Guardians, a paramilitary formation close to 
the far right National Corpus party, organised what was 
dubbed a “clean-up” in Kyiv. First, journalists from the 
ICTV channel went to the Roma camp to make a news 
piece, taking the paramilitary “guardians” with them, as 
they “were afraid”. Then, the far right activists destroyed 
tents, threatened the inhabitants and made a livestream 
broadcast of events to their Facebook page — it has since 
been removed from public view. 

On 25 July, in Vyshneve village, in Chernihiv region, 
three men attacked a car, with Roma people inside, with 
a shovel. They broke the car, took a man out of it and beat 
him for half an hour. 

The situation of Roma people in Ukrainian society is 
generally very grim. The community, estimated at between 
250,000 to 400,000 people, lives a socially disadvantaged 
life and faces high levels of racism. Many have had little 
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Roma people in 


Ukraine face racist 
discrimination 
and violence 


education and are undocumented, settling in camps to take 
up seasonal work in big cities such as Kyiv and Lviv. 

According to the surveys, 95% of the Roma population 
experiences financial difficulties - many hardly make ends 
meet. More than 60% of the Roma population in Ukraine is 
unemployed and more than 30% of Roma children do not 
attend secondary school. Many do not speak Ukrainian. 
Some Roma people have also experienced segregation in 
education and healthcare. 

Ukraine has a state programme for Roma integration, 
adopted in 2013, but the state shows little commitment 
to it — all the effort is coming from the Roma community 
itself and a small number of volunteer workers, mainly 
from church groups. In the Transcarpathian region, where 
much of the Roma community lives, a local integration 
strategy has been adopted and funded, but the money is 
spent on minor activities such as International Roma Day 
celebrations. 

The Roma are not only socially disadvantaged, but 
perceived as nomadic — although they actually travel in 
search of seasonal work — and as “dirty” and “frightening”. 
They are a regular target for hate crimes and other types of 
discrimination. 

In January, an anti-Roma group called the Catchers 
appeared in Lviv. Its activists claim to “lure” Roma 
people, encouraging them to commit petty crimes such as 
pickpocketing and then detaining them and calling the police. 
The group’s Facebook page has more than 3,000 members. 

While Ukrainian society is not interested in defending 
the human rights of the Roma population, neither are 
Ukraine’s police. The criminal case against neo-Nazi 
Mazur was launched only after three months, following 
international media coverage. Where criminal charges are 
brought, they often completely exclude the hate motive 
from consideration. 

All these factors make fertile ground for hate crimes and 
racist attacks. Human rights activists working with Roma 
people in Ukraine describe the situation today as akin to 
the Wild West. e 
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Echoes in Italy 


Italy approaches the centenary of the birth of fascism as the modern far right, centred 
on Matteo Salvini's Lega party, goes from strength to strength. Alfio Bernabei reports 


s Italy faces up to the 

100th anniversary 

of the foundation 

of fascism in a few 

months’ time, one 
wonders how the occasion will be 
marked. Celebrations by the likes of 
Forza Nuova, CasaPound and the 
myriad of neo-fascist groups must be 
expected. 

They will gather with guests, 
sympathisers from Britain and other 
parts of Europe, as well as from 
the US and Russia. But it will be 
especially interesting to hear what 
Matteo Salvini, Italy’s deputy prime 
minister and interior minister, and his 
associates have to say. 


Mussolini 


Salvini is described by many as a 
fascist, the new Mussolini. He uses 
slogans from the fascist era, wears 
clothing associated with the “third 
millennium fascists” of CasaPound 
and represents a party — the Lega, 
formerly Lega Nord, the Northern 
League — imbued with racism and 
which is polling at around 30% in 
recent Italian opinion polls, a figure 
that is rising. Salvini has every 
reason to celebrate the anniversary 
of fascism’s foundation: he is the 
inheritor and current personification 
of that event. 

The actual origin of fascism has a 
complex genesis, of course, but the 
birth date is usually given as 23 March 
1919. There was a rally in Piazza San 
Sepolcro in Milan, during which 
Benito Mussolini made a speech 
launching the fasci di combattimento 
— the fighting fasci — a movement, 
not yet a party, that in the immediate 
post-war climate aimed “to embrace 
with a thought of love all the dead, 
from the generals in the army to the 
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last man in the infantry, from the 
very, very intelligent to the ignorant 
and illiterate”. An all-embracing, 
compassionate enterprise, with love 
in it. And force too — expressed in 
what is now, even in Britain, an all 
too recognisable language. Mussolini 
appealed to nationalist feelings: 
“Today Italy is bigger and larger,” he 
said. “We have in our blood elements 
of greatness.” 

In referring to the then British 
prime minister Lloyd George by name, 
Mussolini made it clear from the start 
that fascism aspired to challenge the 
world order and existing economic 
interests to assert its own presence 
and demands. A country badly bruised 
by the war would acquire greatness 
through aggressive nationalism. 

Mussolini and the fasci had to build 
consensus and attempt to achieve 
a degree of hegemony. A party was 
launched, but it wasn’t enough: an 
army of supporters was needed. 
Terrorism was used. And in 1922 
Mussolini was called on by the king to 
form a government. 

Now, 96 years later, who called 
Salvini to help form a government? 
The 17.3% of votes received by his 
party at the March general election 
was a launching pad. Together with 
other parties of the right, including 
Silvio Berlusconi’s Forza Italia, they 
gained a combined total of 37%. Unlike 
Mussolini, whose party had only 35 
MPs when he came to power and still 
needed armed terrorists to support 
him, Salvini has the advantage of a 
solid base of sincere, if misguided, 
enthusiastic support built around the 
populist neo-fascism he represents. 

This high degree of consensus will 
enable him to build bridges to similar 
tendencies in Europe and, given his 
position in government, he will in due 


Matteo Salvini’s 


Lega is growing in 
popularity, recent 
opinion polls show 


course raise his profile further and 

be received with significant smiles 

by the likes of Russia’s president 
Vladimir Putin and Hungary’s prime 
minister Viktor Orban. US president 
Donald Trump has already signalled 
his enthusiasm for the new Italy. 
Interestingly, Trump’s former advisor 
Steve Bannon appears to have put 
aside Marine Le Pen, leader of the 
Rassemblement National (formerly 
the Front National) in France, as a 
little passée, pointing to Salvini as the 
new model. 

Indeed some observers, looking 
through the fog of the current state 
of “democracy under threat”, are 
detecting the shape of a dangerously 
populist bridge being built between 
Washington, Rome and Moscow, 
supported by pillars along the way. 
And this just as the architecture of 
Europe is least stable, with Britain 
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— an important piece — set to break 
away from the EU in March next year, 
weakening its structure and creating 
yet more instability. 

Within Italy, what is particularly 
worrying is a repeat of the 
circumstances that facilitated the 
advance of fascism when Mussolini 
took advantage of the splits in the 
left. The Socialist Party then was 
so divided that it could not form 
an effective opposition. Salvini has 
benefited from a similar situation that 
has its roots in the loss of credibility 
suffered by the Partito Democratico 
(PD), inheritor of the post-war 
leftwing opposition that at its peak, 
with the communist name attached 
to it, used to enjoy on occasions more 
than 30% of votes at general elections. 

Frequently renamed after the fall 
of the Berlin Wall, the party suffered 
a loss of identity and purpose, 
and in spite of having had several 
opportunities to act at government 
level in the past 25 years, it has failed 
to stem the tide coming from the right 
and the far right. The PD was unable 
to effectively confront the rise of Silvio 
Berlusconi, the television tycoon 
and celebrity linked to Mafia figures, 
who first brought into government 
the racist Northern League and the 
neo-fascist National Alliance, both 
rekindling and legitimising aspects of 
fascist national-populism. 


Resistance 


The left failed to uphold the anti- 
fascist message of Italy’s Resistance, 
those who stood up against the 
fascists and the Nazis, where the 
left had its cultural and political 
base. And the left also failed to apply 
social reforms, to reorganise the 
state television and broadcasting 
company RAI or to tackle Mafia 
penetration in all parts of the country 
and neglected to set up adequate 
structures to facilitate the integration 
of immigrants into society. 
Widespread revolts against 
corruption and immorality in 


Autumn 2018 


Benito Mussolini 


founded Italian 
fascism nearly 100 
years ago 


government erupted — 100 MPs and 
senators were named as being under 
investigation by the police or for having 
served sentences for various crimes — 
giving rise to the anti-establishment 
Five Star Movement (M5S), which grew 
and grew, especially among the young. 
At the 2018 general election M5S 
received 33.6% of the votes while the 
PD sank to 18.7%. M5S leader Luigi 
Di Maio was willing to work with the 
PD and form a coalition. It would have 
been an act of responsibility for the 
PD to accept the coalition proposal, 
limiting the damage and curbing the 
slide towards populist neo-fascism. 
But, again, the left was split on the 
issue, repeating the mistake of 1922. 
Now we see further legitimisation 
of neo-fascism and racism on the rise. 
Of course, one mustn’t forget that 
racism was already rampant in Italy. 


Searchlight has reported over the 
years on innumerable examples, with 
the ex-leader of the Lega, Umberto 
Bossi, treating Southern Italians like 
dirt, his son creating video games 
mimicking the shooting of immigrants 
at sea, prominent members of the 
Lega sentenced for setting fire to 
the dwellings of immigrants and 
so on. It was all there — except that 
Salvini in government is encouraging 
the trend, as if intent on creating a 
national army of vigilantes. Shooting 
at immigrants with air rifles is their 
latest game. 

To give an idea of how widespread 
these attacks have been, here are a 
few of the incidents reported after 
the inauguration of the Lega-M5S 
government on 1 June 2018. 
@ 11 June, Caserta, Southern Italy. 
Davy and Sekou, two young men 
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from Mali, were hit by pellets from 

an air gun. The shots came from a 
passing car. Davy was wounded in the 
abdomen. He told police that those 
who fired the shots were shouting, 
“Viva Salvini!” 

@ 20 June, Naples. Konate Bouyangui, 
a chef from Mali with a regular 
residence permit, was hit in the 
stomach by a pellet on his way home 
from the restaurant. Again, the shots 
came from a car. He said: “Salvini 
should stop spreading hatred. There 
is a danger that sooner or later people 
will start using real guns.” 

@ 2 July, Forli, near Predappio, where 
Mussolini was born. A young Nigerian 
woman married to an Italian was 
wounded by shots coming from an 

air gun. Two days later, in the same 
town, a man from the Ivory Coast was 
accosted by two men on a motorbike 
who shot him with an air gun. 

@ 12 July, Latina, near Rome. Two 
Nigerian immigrants waiting for a 

bus were attacked by young men with 
an air gun. The shots came from a 
passing car. 

@ 17 July, Rome, a 13 month old 
Roma girl was shot while she was in 
her mother’s arms. She was taken to 
hospital with an injury to the spinal 
column. A man was apprehended 

who turned out to have been formerly 
employed in the Senate. He said, “I 
was only trying to learn how to use the 
weapon.” 

@ 26 July, Vicenza, Northern Italy. 

An immigrant from Cape Verde, 
employed at a local firm, was shot by a 
local man who said he was only trying 
to hit a pigeon. 

@ 28 July, Palermo, Sicily. A young man 
from Senegal working as a waiter was 
assaulted by a group of young men and 
seriously wounded. They were shouting, 
“Go back home.” 

@ 29 July, Aprilia, Central Italy. A 
Moroccan man was attacked and 
killed by two men suspected of acting 
as vigilantes. A video purporting to 
show the attack will be part of the 
police investigations. 
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@ 29 July, Catania, Southern Italy. The 
driver of a coach refused to let four 
immigrants on the vehicle in spite of 
them producing pre-booked tickets. 
@ 2 August, Moncalieri, Northern 
Italy. Daisy Osakue, a well known 
black Italian athlete training to 
take part in the European Athletics 
Championships, was wounded in the 
eye when an egg was hurled at her. 
No doubt the list will continue. 
Salvini has denied the racist 
motivation behind these attacks. 
“The alarm raised about racism is an 
invention of the left,” he declared. 
“Italians are good people but their 
patience is almost at an end.” Note 
the use of the highly emotive wording, 
“almost at an end”. Then what? 


Legislation 


Equally worrying is the proposal by 
Lorenzo Fontana, the Lega member 
who is now minister of family and 
disability and is very close to Salvini, 
that the new government should 
abrogate the so-called legge Mancino. 
This is a key piece of anti-racist and 
anti-fascist legislation. It was passed 
in 1993 to make racial hatred and 

the Nazi-fascist ideology illegal. Its 
abrogation has been a constant demand 
of Roberto Fiore’s Forza Nuova, of 
CasaPound and Salvini himself. 

Going in the same direction, what will 
happen now to the Fiano law? Last year, 
the Italian chamber of deputies voted 
in favour of a law proposed by the PD’s 
Emanuele Fiano that would introduce 
prison sentences for the production and 
sale of fascist propaganda. 

The law envisaged custodial 
sentences of six months to two years 
for any individual or organisation 
promoting “the propaganda of images 
or contents of the fascist party or 
Germany’s National Socialist German 
Workers’ Party (the Nazi party) or its 
ideologies, even only by means of the 
production, distribution, dissemination 
or sale of goods depicting people, 
images or symbols clearly referring to 
such parties or ideologies”. 


Salvini has 
whipped up 
hatred and 
violence against 
refugees and 
migrants coming 
to Italy 


This would have stopped the sale of — 
souvenirs and trinkets bearing pictures 
of Mussolini and Hitler, swastikas and 
other fascist images, of the kind sold 
in Predappio and in countless other 
places throughout Italy. The proposed 
law needed the Senate’s approval, a 
stage that will now be very hard if not 
impossible to reach. 

To complicate matters, it must 
be said that Salvini gets plaudits not ‘ 
only from the usual suspects of the far 
right, but from people who act around 
him as intellectuals, which brings into F 
question the role a certain section of 
the intelligentsia may have played in 
the recent past to help his cause. 

It’s far from clear if Salvini got more 
help from Forza Nuova, CasaPound 
and fascist sympathisers in general — 
or from those in powerful positions 
in the media who allowed racist and 
Islamophobic books to enter over a 
million homes under the pretence 
that it was good literature. It was 
garbage, and very dangerous. It’s no 
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wonder that Salvini says he wants 
streets named after the Islamophobic 
writer Oriana Fallaci in every town. 
It’s worth remembering that by 
comparison a key supporter of M5S 
was Dario Fo, a staunch anti-fascist. 

As for Salvini being a good 
communicator, as many point out, 
he certainly knows how to send 
neo-fascist signals far and wide. He 
wears clothes recognisable as coming 
from Blackbrain, like the t-shirts with 
the “Offence best Defence” logo, or 
from the so-called “third millennium 
fascists” of CasaPound, which has set 
up its own brand of clothing, knowing 
that fashion is a very popular talking 
topic in Italy. 

And he posted on Twitter one of 
Mussolini’s famous slogans, “Many 
enemies, much honour,” on the 
anniversary of the fascist dictator’s birth 
and chose Romagna, Mussolini's region 
of origin, for his summer holidays. 

Recent polls show that the Lega- 
M5S government is growing in 
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popularity, partly due to the fact that 
Salvini has forced the EU to accept a 
more shared response to managing 
the flow of immigrants crossing 

the Mediterranean. Just over 60% 

of Italians have formed a positive 
opinion of it. Prime minister Giuseppe 
Conte, in effect a spokesperson 

for Salvini and Di Maio, gets 69% 
approval. 


Two years ago, the term “populism” 
was considered negatively by 58% of 
Italians — now this figure has fallen 
to 43%. As for voting preferences, the 
polls show that the Lega has reached 
31%, nearly double its total at the 
general election in March. It is quite 
possible that should there be another 
election, leftwing voters wanting to 
oust Salvini would have to choose 
MSS to achieve that. 

Internationally, Italy finds itself 
in the curious situation of having 
graduated to being taken seriously 


by both the US and Russia. After the 
Second World War the country was 
notoriously a vassal of the US and, 
in a smaller way, of Britain. It was 
kept under constant control through 
the US-British covert “stay-behind” 
outfit Gladio, which orchestrated 
interventions that went as far as 
terrorism, to ensure Italy would 
remain firmly within the Western 
sphere of influence. 

Now, if the Russian and US aim is 
to weaken the EU, the plan must be to 
use Italy as an active agent, a bridge 
between Washington and Moscow in 
order to isolate France and Germany. 

Salvini is a great fan of Putin, as 
was Berlusconi. But while the latter 
was the “bunga-bunga” clown no one 
bothered to take seriously — although 
in the end he did what was asked of 
him: helping to legitimise neo-fascism 
— Salvini really means business. He 
might even think of forming a “third 
millennium” Axis to celebrate the 
centenary of the birth of fascism. 
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International Committee of the Red Cross 
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Italy's CasaPound seeks London base 


The notorious Italian fascist group CasaPound is trying to establish a base in Britain. 
Gerry Gable investigates the activities of Vortex Londinium and its unsavoury friends 


here was a shock in store for people attending 
a traditional Italian religious festival — 
celebrated since the 1880s in London’s “Little 
Italy” area in Clerkenwell and the local St 
Peter’s Church — when a group of Italian neo- 
fascists turned up to distribute leaflets at this year’s event. 

The fascists were from Vortex Londinium, a group 
launched as the London base of the Italian fascist group 
CasaPound. Last March Vortex held two inaugural meetings 
addressed by Davide Olla, a longtime political and business 
partner of Roberto Fiore, the convicted Italian terrorist and 
self-declared fascist who is also a longstanding ally of former 
British National Party leader Nick Griffin. 

The first meeting was promoted by “Stead” Steadman, a 
longstanding Nazi and occultist. Steadman is now part of 
a group of British far right extremists running the London 
Forum and its offshoots outside London, while the forum’s 
founder and chair, Jeremy “Jez” Bedford-Turner is serving 
a prison sentence for hate crime. 

The other speakers at the first Vortex meeting were fascists 
from France, Italy and Spain, alongside Golden Dawn Nazis 
from Greece. Some attended the Clerkenwell festival and took 
part in a two-day military fair outside London in August. 

Olla may be a wealthy operator in business but he revealed 
his stupidity when he told the Islington Tribune newspaper 
that CasaPound was a patriotic group, when it is known 
internationally as the most extreme fascist group in Italy. 

He claimed Vortex Londinium was a patriotic 
association of Italians in Britain and declared that 
allegations that its supporters were displaying far right 
insignia were communist lies. However photographs taken 
at the festival showed activists wearing t-shirts bearing 
the group’s insignia. Another wore a top from mainstream 
clothing brand with the number 88 on the back — fascists 
favour this number as a code for “Heil Hitler”. Olla must 
have learned his propaganda techniques from a text book 
written by Joseph Goebbels. 

Members of this group were clearly trying to use the 
Catholic religious festival, which brings together thousands 
of people from across the Italian community in Britain each 
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Vortex Londinium 


members leaflet 
in Clerkenwell 
(left), CasaPound 
on the march in 
Italy, and Alberto 
Rossi (right) 


year, for their own ends. It is obvious from photographs they 
posted on Facebook that they were able to distribute their 
propaganda leaflets without any hindrance. “CasaPound 
received a warm welcome,” the group claimed. 

Little Italy in the 1930s was the home of the Sabini crime 
family, who were supporters of Mussolini’s dictatorship 
and of Oswald Mosley’s Blackshirts. 

In the late 1970s I made a TV programme about the 
murder of a businesswoman, Biddy Gold, in London. Her 
husband had told her that he had invested money she 
had made from fraudulent business dealings in buying 
properties in Florida for their retirement. 

However, he had in fact lost the money in illegal Mafia- 
connected gambling dens in London. Gold was murdered 
by Albert Rossi, alias Bertie Battles, a hired hitman for US 
Mafia godfather Angelo Bruno and his people in London. 

The link to St Peter’s Church, Clerkenwell, is that this 


Last March Vortex held two inaugural 
meetings addressed by Davide Olla,a 
longtime political and business partner 
of Roberto Fiore, the convicted Italian 
terrorist and self-declared fascist 


was the regular place of worship for Bruno when he visited 
London to check up on his investments in gambling and 
loan sharking. Rossi said Bruno was a devout man who was 
greeted by the then priest at the church, Carmelo Di Giovanni. 
That priest was also a close friend of Fiore, Davide Olla’s 
ally. They shared a love of cooking, taking turns to cook a 
weekend meal either at the church or at Fiore’s home in 
Maida Vale, west London. 
One must ask why those in the police who specialise in 
dealing with organised crime have not deported some of 
the main figures in Vortex Londinium. e 
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Northwest goes west 


Longtime Nazi and white supremacist Harold Covington is dead. Leonard Zeskind 
looks back at the man who called for a separate ‘white nation’, the Northwest Front 


ong-time US Nazi Harold 

Covington has died, aged 

64. Born in North Carolina, 

he travelled to the former 

white-ruled Rhodesia, 
Ireland and Britain before he settled 
in the Pacific North West. 

He was a talented writer, but 
fought endlessly with other white 
nationalists. Yet he developed a 
following for his latest enterprise, the 
Northwest Front. 

The idea of a white nationalist 
nation in the Pacific Northwest did 
not start with Covington. Robert 
Matthews created the clandestine Silent 
Brotherhood in 1983 to fight for a 
northwest territorial homeland. Robert 
Miles, a Ku Klux Klansman in the 1960s 
and a movement leader in the 1980s, 
first publicly articulated the idea in 
1985, at a private meeting on his farm in 
Michigan. The idea was finally adopted 
by the Aryan Nations in Idaho. 

After Will Williams, a leader of 
William Pierce’s National Alliance, sued 
Covington for libel and won $10,000 in 
1998, Covington moved to Washington 
state — to avoid paying up, many said. 

During the past 20 years, Covington 
wrote five fantasy novels, in which 
white nationalists build a party, 
seize control of land from Northern 
California to Alaska and create their 
own Nazi white republic. Unlike 
William Pierce’s The Turner Diaries, 
Covington’s novels never caught on 
nationwide. But they were well read in 
the Pacific Northwest, and Covington 
developed the Northwest Front 
organisation to carry on his ideas. 

According to a report by the 
Institute for Research and Education 
on Human Rights, in July 2017 
Covington had 1,726 followers on 
Twitter. He had members of his front 
strewn across the states of Oregon, 
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Montana, Idaho and Washington. 

The Northwest Front’s heir 
apparent is Andreas Donner of 
Seattle. But it is not expected that he 
will be able to lead all of Covington’s 
former organisation. 

Covington’s history is a sordid one. 
In 1971, at the age of 19, he joined 
the National Socialist White People’s 
Party. In a few years he moved to 
Southern Africa, claimed he was a 
founding member of the Rhodesian 
White People’s Party and fought in 
the Rhodesian Army. He apparently 
returned to the North Carolina in 1976. 


He became active in the National Covington’s 
Socialist Party and then in 1979, whites-only 
along with several Klan groupings, he Northwest 
helped create the United Racist Front. Front won some 

support 


On 3 November 1979, a caravan from 
the United Racist Front staged an 
armed attack — a massacre — on an 
anti-Klan rally in Greensboro. 

Five anti-racist protestors were 
shot dead. More were wounded. But 
Harold Covington, who helped plan 
the attack, was not there. Some white 
supremacists began to consider him a 
government agent. 


His post office box became 
the mailing address of British 
Nazi terror group Combat 18 


In 1980, Covington ran in the 
Republican Party primary for the post 
of North Carolina’s attorney general. He 
received 54,000 votes — about 40% of 
the Republican electorate. But shortly 
afterwards, Covington disappeared, 
apparently moving to Ireland. 

By 1987, he had returned to North 
Carolina and started the Confederate 
National Congress, in an attempt to 


capture the remains of the defunct 
White Patriot Party for himself. 

He published a book, The March 
Up Country, which gathered a small 
amount of support. He was able to 
report on white supremacist activity 
across the South and he endlessly 
promoted himself as the truest fuhrer 
of them all. But he failed to build any 
type of organisation. 

After a brief flirtation with a Klan 
group, Covington began to publish 
his own newsletter, Resistance. His 
post office box became the mailing 
address of British Nazi terror group 
Combat 18. And then he moved to 
England, apparently in support of this 
loathsome enterprise. 

Despite his efforts to remain 
clandestine, Searchlight investigators 
found Covington’s home. The magazine 
exposed his efforts, and Covington was 
dispatched back to the US again. 

In 1994, Covington started his own 
National Socialist White People’s Party. 
It developed a newsletter, a theoretical 
journal, a website and the barest bones 
of an organisational infrastructure. 
Covington was maximum leader and 
he used the perch to continue his 
longstanding practice of vilifying other 
national socialists. He is unlikely to be 
missed. e 
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Hungary fascist 
feasts in London 


There was a very special guest from Hungary's Jobbik party at the annual black-tie 
dinner of the far right Traditional Britain Group this year. Maria Lorenzo lifts the lid 


n MP from Hungary’s fascist Jobbik party 
was the special guest at the annual dinner 
of the secretive far right Traditional Britain 
Group this year. The event was held at 

the Charing Cross Hotel, central London 

on Saturday 30 June. Marton Gyéngy6si spoke to an 
audience of just under 50 with a cross-section of ages and 
significantly including several members and supporters of 
Generation Identity UK. 

The TBG website says Jobbik “describes itself as a 
principled, conservative and radically patriotic Christian 
party, whose fundamental purpose is the protection 
of Hungarian national values and interests”. It adds: 
“Needless to say the inevitable attacks have been made 
against it by the usual suspects.” 

These “inevitable attacks” are rooted in hard evidence of 
antisemitism, Holocaust denial and deep seated anti-Roma 
racism. 

In 2012, Gyongyosi proposed that a list of Jews resident 
in Hungary should be drawn up in order to assess those 
who supposedly posed a national security risk. He retracted 
his comments next day, explaining that there had been a 
misunderstanding of his speech in parliament and that he 
only wanted to draw attention to “the national security risk 
brought about by Israeli- Hungarian dual citizens”. 
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Jobbik MP 
Marton Gy6ngyé6si 
joined guests at 
the TBG dinner 


In an interview in the Jewish Chronicle in 2012, 
Gy6ngy6si questioned whether 400,000 Hungarian Jews 
were killed or deported to Nazi concentration camps and 
in this context questioned whether the Jewish community 
had “the right to talk about what happened during the 
Second World War’, adding, “It has become a fantastic 
business to jiggle around with the numbers.” This is a clear 
example of Holocaust denial, which is a crime in Hungary. 

The response in Hungary to Gyongy6si’s interview was 
not exactly muted and may account for his later apology, 

a means to ensure his own political survival and to block 
the Christian Democratic People Party’s decision to go 
the police and demand an investigation of his Holocaust 
denial. 


Rebrand 


In recent years, Jobbik has made a concerted effort 

to rebrand itself and to move to the centre ground of 
Hungarian politics. In the context of the April 2018 
Hungarian elections, the FP (Foreign Policy) news outlet 
commented: “Jobbik has abandoned its old antisemitic 
invective and is now pitching itself as the centrist 
alternative to prime minister Viktor Orban, whose eight 
years in office have seen Hungary drift increasingly 
rightward as the country’s democratic institutions have 
come under attack. 

The party hopes that its shift — referred to by those in 
politics and the media as Jobbik’s “cukisagkampany”, 
which roughly translates to “cuteness campaign” — will 
propel it to greater heights and give it the chance to truly 
challenge Orban for power.” 

Gyongy6si’s address to the TBG dinner belies this idea. 
The TBG has a pedigree of inviting speakers from the 
radical far right, some of whom have received banning 
orders from entering the UK, has proven links with 
Generation Identity in the UK and Europe and has links 
with Hungary through the neo-fascist publishing company 
Arktos Media — TBG chair Gregory Lauder-Frost is the 
UK director of Arktos and chief executive Daniel Friberg 
lives in Hungary. Facebook has taken down the TBG page 
several times. 

Is it right to ask if Gyongy6si a wolf in sheep’s clothing? 
His TBG speech indicates a positive “yes” to that question. 
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The underpinning theme was the threat of uncontrolled 
migration to Western civilization and the need for 
European countries to adopt a closed border policy. 

Frequent references were made to the need to 
reassert European culture and identity in the face 
of multiculturalism, which had been created by the 
dominance of Western liberalism aligned with conservative 
free-thinking and the ideology of the new left. 

On the surface the speech was relatively uncontroversial 
in comparison to GyOngy6si’s previous utterances. But 
direct references to and support for the ideas of the Italian 
intellectual fascist Julius Evola belied the true source of 
Gyongyosi’s thinking — something appreciated by the 
assembled audience. 

It is worth noting that Arktos Media has published 
English translations of several books by Evola, including 
Fascism Viewed from the Right, Evola’s post-war analysis 
of the positive and negative aspects of Italian fascism, 
and Notes on the Third Reich, which performs a similar 
analysis on the Hitler’s Nazis. 

Gyodngyosi has political interests outside Europe too. His 
2012 Jewish Chronicle interview also covered Iran, with 
Gyongy6osi stating, “Iran is in the centre of a Middle East 
axis that Israel and the US want to subjugate and keep 
under their control. Iran is an extremely peaceful country 
and never started a war, unlike Israel which has declared 
wars on anything and everybody around it.” 

According to another former leading light of Jobbik, it 
was GyOngyosi who suggested the party’s Eastern foreign 
policy orientation to the leadership. Jobbik has been keen 
to build relations with Iran and host Iranian visitors, 
including a trip by Iran’s ambassador to Hungary to the. 
small Jobbik-run town of Tiszavasvar, described by a 
Jobbik spokesperson as “the capital of our movement”. 

Even before Gy6ngy6si’s involvement with Jobbik it was 
rumoured that the party was receiving financial assistance 
from Iran. When Gyéngy6si came on the scene in 2006, 
the foundations had been laid for him to build upon. 

According to the Hungarian Spectrum news website: 
“On December 2, 2011, Jobbik organised a demonstration 
in front of the US Embassy protesting US policy toward 
Iran. Gyongyosi was one of the speakers in his capacity 
as chairman of the Hungarian parliament’s Iranian- 
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Jobbik has long 


been associated 
with large 
paramilitary 
groups such 

as the Magyar 
Garda (Hungarian 
Guard) 


Hungarian friendship group. He was also the one who 
organized the Iranian ambassador’s visit to Tiszavasvar. 
On January 8, Gyongy6si participated in a program 
disseminating information about the Koran. Joining 
Gyongyosi were the ambassadors of Iraq, Qatar, Morocco, 
Palestine, and Malaysia.” 

Hungary has become a magnet for unsavoury characters 
and activity of all sorts. Salah Abdeslam, the man behind 
the Paris terror attacks of November 2015, made three 
trips to Budapest between 30 August and 17 September, 
that year, and visited Hungary a fourth time in the middle 
of January 2016, two months before his arrest in Brussels. 

During this visit Abdeslam allegedly conducted 
negotiations with members of the far right group Magyar 
Nemzeti Arcvonal (Hungarian National Front/MNA). The 
purpose of his visit is unclear but could possibly relate 
to the acquisition of weaponry as is suggested by the 
following timeline. 

Slovakian machine guns were used by the Islamic State 
terrorists in the January 2015 attack on the offices of 
Charlie Hebdo magazine. Similar weapons were used for 
the November 2015 IS attacks in Paris. 

Re-armed Slovakian machine guns were found in the 
possession of two far right Hungarian extremists who 
were planning to kill prime minister Viktor Orban in 
November 2015. The same disarmed Slovak weapons were 
later discovered by the Hungarian security authorities 
when they raided the home of Istvan Gyork6s, leader of 
the Hungarian National Front/MNA, which resulted in 
Gyork6s shooting a police officer. 

This brings us to two recent meetings at the Europe 
Cafe in Budapest, each lasting approximately two hours 
between Gyodngy6ési and a man who has been variously 
identified as either being a leading member of the MNA 
or alternatively a journalist with the news portal Hidfé 
(the Bridge). 

According to Gyongy6si, the man was called Gabor 
Szalai and was introduced to him as a journalist at Hidf6. 
ru. Further research reveals that Hidf6 was previously 
the official website of the MNA and had been founded by 
Istvan Gyork6s. For some time it has served as a vehicle 
of Russian disinformation. 


Direction 


According to national security officials, Hidfé is now 
entirely under Russian control, either directly or indirectly. 
It carries little news on MNA but serves Russian political 
interests. According to GyOngy6si, Szalai had no sympathy 
or connections with the MNA. This is difficult to believe 
considering the proven links between Hidfé and the MNA. 
Gyongyosi has openly admitted that he was aware that 
Hidf6 was linked to the Russians but has added that it is 
was not for him to decide whether this was true or not. 
But questions still remain to be answered in relation to 
connections between Gydngyési, Jobbik and the MNA. 
When we look at the evidence available about Jobbik and 
Gyongyosi himself, it is clear that the Hungarian MP could 
rightly be described as a wolf in sheep’s clothing — and the 
black tie dinner events of the TBG, where Gyéngyési found 
such a sympathetic audience, pose a hidden danger too. @ 
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Taking the Mikke 


Polish far right politician Janusz Korwin-Mikke has recently popped up in Britain, 
speaking alongside such luminaries as Anne-Marie Waters. But who is the man who 
claims Hitler didn’t know about the Holocaust? Jacob Fleming investigates 


anusz Korwin-Mikke’s far 

right Liberty party seems to 

be dying and in January he 

stepped down as an MEP — but 

he is still welcomed by British 
anti-Muslim activists, including 
Anne-Marie Waters, the former UKIP 
member who last year founded the 
For Britain party. But Korwin-Mikke 
is a man whose views should ring 
alarm bells everywhere. 

The “man with a bow-tie” is famous 
in Poland because of his radical free 
market views. But after many years in 
which the Polish political mainstream 
welcomed discussion of neoliberal 
economics, the various political 
parties Korwin-Mikke has led have 
instead used cultural conservatism as 
their main weapon against political 
opponents. 

Over the years the ideology of 
Korwin-Mikke and his fan club has 
become more eclectic. His radical 
political position has also been a 
problem for his own activists, who 
learned to explain that his words had 
been taken “out of context” or are just 
his personal views. 

Miriam Shaded, a well known anti- 
Muslim activist in Poland, claimed, in 
response to a question about Korwin- 
Mikke’s view that women should not 
be allowed to vote, “He sometimes 
says some little stupid things but I 
don’t know why.” 

But some things are harder to 
explain away. Korwin-Mikke has 
always supported dictators. He claims 
that general Wojciech Jaruzelski, 
who imposed martial law on Poland 
in 1981 to crush the Solidarity 
movement, would have been a hero 
if he had acted like the murderous 
dictator Augusto Pinochet in Chile. 
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Korwin-Mikke has also claimed 
that Hitler did not know about the 
Holocaust, that the Nazi occupation 
was better for Poles because taxes 
were lower, and that Hitler was not 
a bad dictator — he just did not know 
enough about economics. 

One of Korwin-Mikke’s most 
horrifying opinions was that prisoners 
in the Auschwitz death camp would 
have been happy if they had had 
flexible contracts not full-time jobs 
that guaranteed food and set working 
hours. This is the kind of man now 
being promoted by the British far 
right. 

Korwin-Mikke has claimed that the 
only Jews left in Poland were “Jewish 
communists”, adding, “Jews are very 


preference but objects to them 
organising marches and “receiving EU 
funding”. 

He hates disabled people too: 10 
years ago Korwin-Mikke claimed that 
disabled children must be isolated in 
school because they “infect” healthy 
children. 

He has repeated hate speech against 
disabled people during protests by 
parents of disabled children against 
the low social security benefits they 
receive for caring for their children. 
Korwin-Mikke called them “idiots”, 
“morons” and “extortioners”. 

Despite Korwin-Mikke’s claims 
to be merely a conservative follower 
of Ronald Reagan and Margaret 
Thatcher his views have nothing in 


Korwin-Mikke objects to women voting and 
says they should earn less because they are 


weaker, smaller and less intelligent than men, but 


somehow tolerates women in his party 


talented people, and therefore are 
our worst enemies, because they are 
talented communists.” He has also 
made antisemitic and Holocaust 
denial statements in his weekly paper 
Najwyzszy Czas. 

It is interesting that Korwin-Mikke 
objects to women voting and says 
they should earn less because they are 
weaker, smaller and less intelligent 
than men, but somehow tolerates 
women in his party. 

It is also interesting that he defames 
gay people by claiming that they are 
foreign agents or a “fascist party”, 
but also says he tolerates their sexual 


common with the values of modern 
Europe. He places himself among 
right wing populists such as former 
UKIP leader Nigel Farage and fascists 
such as French Rassemblement 
National (formerly Front National) 
leader Marine Le Pen. He supports 
the Russian annexation of Crimea 
and takes part in propaganda trips 
organised by Kremlin forces. He 
visited Crimea, Syria and Chechnya 
under the rule of its notoriously 
homophobic leader Ramzan Kadyrov. 
Korwin-Mikke supports racist anti- 
refugee policies and associates with 
European Islamophobes — although 
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often he seems uncertain whether 

he hates Islam or supports it as a 
supposedly totalitarian and anti- 
Western concept. He claims that a 
worse danger for Europe than Islamic 
State is banning “light paedophilia”, 
which “increases women’s maturity”. 
He has also claimed, “If Muslims 
come and liberate Europe, normality 
will come back,” because Muslims will 
abolish VAT and gay pride and restore 
the death penalty. 

He even claimed that he would 
prefer his daughter to be looked after 
by a paedophile than a teacher of sex 
education. The said daughter may not 
be around to discuss this question for 
a while because she is under arrest for 
possession of a large quantity of drugs 
including heroin. 


Violence 


“I don’t care” was Korwin-Mikke’s 
reaction. “One can use a belt against 
naughty boys, but they do not allow 
one to hit a girl. I have never hit her 

— now we see the result.” He probably 
thinks that he belongs to a minority 
of fathers who do not use violence 
against children. 

It is also good, in his opinion, that 
15% of Gypsy children die because, 
he says, those who are healthy do not 
need medicines to survive. 

Korwin-Mikke has a spectacularly 
crass style on a wide range of topics. He 
thinks the terrorist attack on Charlie 
Hebdo magazine in Paris was a good 
lesson for France, while the French 
Fifth Republic should be overthrown 
because it is ruled by women, perverts 
and morons. France is not a country but 
“a piece of shit” that even abolished the 
death penalty, he says. 

The ideas spread by Korwin-Mikke 
are dangerous. Many people wonder 
how such a man ever entered the 
European Parliament. 

The answer is simple. Every time 
Korwin-Mikke says something 
scandalous he is quoted in all the 
newspapers and TV reports. He 
and other far right activists have 
successfully exploited the principle 
that the more racist, fascist and vulgar 
you are, the more TV coverage and 
interviews you get — which enables 
you to spread your ideology to a wider 
and wider audience. 
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Korwin-Mikke 
claims Hitler didn't 
know about the 
Holocaust 


YouTube is full of videos of Korwin- 
Mikke and Polish fascists, such as 
Marian Kowalski and Robert Winnicki 
of Ruch Narodowy (the National 
Movement), who have appeared on 
television sometimes more than once 
a week. 

But these figures should not be 
treated as a legitimate part of media 
debate. Inviting them to speak on TV 
programmes or at public meetings 


and sharing platforms with them — 
especially without exposing their foul 
politics — should be seen as in effect 
spreading and promoting their ideas, 
no matter who is doing this or what 
their motive is. 

The fact that British far right 
activists such as Anne-Marie Waters 
and her ilk are prepared to share 
platforms with Korwin-Mikke tells us 
something about where they stand. @ 
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Poland’s fascists 


ona European tour 


Poland's fascists are becoming increasingly active - and are seeking to raise funds as 
well as their political profile in other European countries. Jacob Fleming reports 


ince the 2015 parliamentary elections in Poland, 

when the far right Law and Justice (PiS) party 

took control, the more extreme fascists have 

found themselves in a new situation. On the one 

hand, their agenda has become mainstream, 
with politicians from the now ruling PiS party spouting 
more radical ideas. Nationalist themes are presented on 
public TV and in the official language of the interior and 
foreign ministries. 

Neo-fascists can attack activists from the liberal 
opposition groups or public events with almost no 
response from the government. But the fascist groups have 
no concept of how to deal with the political scene when the 
government is far right and supports their own political 
agenda. That is how they have become cannon fodder for 
the government. 

Meanwhile, this summer showed that Ruch Narodowy 
(the National Movement) — the leading fascist party in 
parliament — and its supporters have been increasingly 
active in Britain and other European countries. Organised 
Polish far right structures in Britain are nothing new but 
the level of their activity was unusual this summer. And 
one of their main aims is to raise money. 

This year money from the Polish foreign ministry 
appears to have fallen into the hands of Tomasz Panfil 
in Britain. Panfil is a far right historian who claims that 
Jews were in a better situation during the Second World 
War because they had autonomy — of course he makes 
no mention of death camps or ghettos. He also claims the 
swastika is not a Nazi symbol and that Hitler’s Nazi party 
was a leftwing organisation — an argument used to suggest 
that far right activists who use the swastika as a symbol are 
in some way not really being Nazis. 

Panfil was the manager of an anti-communist rock band 
Contra Mundum. This band, which praises the so called 
“Cursed Soldiers” — anti-communist partisans active 
in post-war Poland — played two live performances in 
England for £4,400 (21,000 Polish zloty). Panfil and his 
association, Trzy Kropki (Three Dots), took 150,000 zloty 
from the foreign ministry and never told the musicians what 
happened to that money. There has been no foreign ministry 
statement about the issue. Money somehow disappeared. 


26 | Searchlight 


Later Panfil was criticised for being a member of the 
group Ogniwo (the Link), which is active in Britain. 
Ogniwo is a group of nationalist hooligans who organise 
“patriotic” street events and Nazi concerts. One of their 
activists was a member of the North West Infidels group — 
a fascist splinter group from the English Defence League — 
who was arrested in relation to a fascist demo in Liverpool. 
After the press revealed a picture of Panfil with Ogniwo 
members and a Polish North West Infidels member, Panfil 
left Ogniwo. He claimed he did not know who they were. 

In June the BBC revealed that a book fair in Slough 
organised by Polska Niepodlegta (Independent Poland) 
in November 2017 was sponsored by the Polish Embassy. 
The embassy tried to distance itself from far right ideology 
but it had, in fact, been warned about this association 
previously. Polska Niepodlegta is a weekly magazine, close 
to Ruch Narodowy, which is printed in Poland. Despite 
its activity, the publication is not very popular among 
nationalists. But with the PiS in government many public 
companies are supposed to order rightwing publications. 
That is how the antisemitic Gazeta Warszawska now has 


The book fair was also attended by 
Ogniwo members, who displayed a 
banner with the slogan, “Freedom for 
Janusz WaluS,” —- the man who murdered 
Chris Hani,a South African trade union 
and anti-apartheid activist in 1993 


almost the same print run as the leading liberal daily paper 

in Poland — although it does not have so many readers. 
The book fair was also attended by Ogniwo members, 

who displayed a banner with the slogan, “Freedom for 

Janusz Walus,” — the man who murdered Chris Hani, 

the South African trade union and anti-apartheid activist 

in 1993. The assassination was organised by the late 


Autumn 2018 


POOH EEE EEEEEEREEEOEEPEEEPEEEEEEBEEEDEREEEEEEREEEEEPEEEEEBEEPEEEIEEEEEBEELEEEREBEEEPEPEEEELEPEBEIEEEEEDEEEDEE 


aiid 
odrodze™ 


Clive Derby-Lewis, a close friend of Lord Sudeley, the 
president of the Traditional Britain Group. The far right is 
campaigning for Walus’s release on parole and return to 
Poland, the country of his birth. 

The book fair was focused on Islam. The organiser, 
Marcin Rola, holds a typical far right racist view about 
Muslims. In his opinion Muslims rape women, children, 
animals and even holes in fences. This is no scandal 
in Poland because even the interior minister, Joachim 
Brudzinski, calls refugees from Syria “horny bulls” who are 
going to Europe just for women. 

Speakers at the book fair included Rafal Ziemkiewicz, 

a fantasy writer and leading conservative political 
commentator in Poland, who is connected with nationalist 
circles. His antisemitic behaviour on public television 

and social media is notable. He claims he has never used 
racist rhetoric yet in January this year he called Jews 
“mangy” and claimed that the Nazi death camps should be 
called “Jewish camps” because Jews were operating the 
crematoria. 

Another writer who attended the event was Piotr 
Gociek, a science fiction writer and publicist of Do Rzeczy, 
a popular weekly far right paper supporting PiS but 
responsible for spreading antisemitism in public discourse. 


Poland’s ONR: 
not the sort of 
people needed to 
help out in Italy 
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Ziemkiewicz also writes for Do Rzeczy, as does Jacek 
Komuda, another fantasy writer. This paper printed an 
article by Waldemar Lysiak who “proved” that the leading 
Nazis Himmler, Heydrich, Goebbels, Frank and Eichmann 
were Jews. 

The event was also visited by Catholic priest Jarostaw 
Wasowicz, who is called the unofficial priest of Polish Nazi 
hooligans. Wasowicz is a supporter of the Lechia Gdansk 
football team and a friend of its hooligan firm, which is led 
by Nazis and criminals involved in the sex trade including 
Olgierd “Olo” Lipnicki. 

Other supposed experts on Islam at the book fair 
included the “historians” who appear at many far right 
events: Leszek Zebrowski, Tadeusz Pluzanski and Kajetan 
Rajski. Zebrowski is an economist and one of Poland’s 
leading antisemites. During the period when Poland was 
under martial law in the early 1980s he cooperated with 
the regime’s special forces. Pluzanski and Rajski are known 
as uncritical admirers of the “Cursed Soldiers”. Pluzanski 
also calls for the prosecution of people who criticise the 
Cursed Soldiers for war crimes and antisemitism. 

Meanwhile in Italy, Polish neo-fascists from the National 
Radical Camp (ONR) have created an international 
scandal. They came to the port city of Rimini, invited 
by Roberto Fiore and his fascist Forza Nuova party, and 
organised anti-immigrant patrols — supposedly to “protect 
women” from immigrants. Feminists and journalists in 
Italy took a stand against the provocative patrols and the 
misrepresentation of anti-women violence as a racial issue. 

The fascists responded with their own propaganda. 

But it is important to recall the scandals of their own 
past. In 2012 the leader of the ONR division in the Polish 
province of Mazovia, Jan Sapijaszko, made public threats 
against the ultra-Catholic publicist Marta Brzezinska who 
opposed “Nazi and violent” methods of confronting gay 
pride in Warsaw. Sapijaszko called her a “stupid whore” 
and commented on her article using the letters SWO (for 
Smieré wrogom ojczyzny — “Death to enemies of the 
fatherland”). 

In the same year a group of ONR members carried 
out an unprovoked attack on a pregnant woman and her 
boyfriend in Kielce, after a demonstration. The attack 
did not have a political background and the victims were 
random. “They were looking for anybody to attack,” the 
couple said in an interview. This is the type of person Fiore 
imported to Italy to patrol Rimini beach and “protect” 
Italian women from immigrants. 6 
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All white on the right 


White supremacist organisations and the alt-right movement are on the rise in the US, 
boosted by Donald Trump's presidency. These new books look at the state of play 


he flood of books on 

the so-called “alt-right” 

and the broader white 

supremacist movement 

in the US understandably 
shows no sign of abating but the four 
books discussed here are surprisingly 
good and are well worth reading. 


Insurgent Supremacists: 


The US Far Right's 
Challenge to State 
and Empire 


Matthew Lyons 
(Kerspledeb, 2018) 


Matthew Lyons is an activist and 
researcher who has been analysing 
and writing about the US right for 
over 20 years. He has previously co- 
authored, with fellow journalist and 
activist Chip Berlet, an impressive 
historical summary, Right-Wing 
Populism in America, and he 
has contributed regularly to the 
informative and stimulating 
anti-fascist blog Three Way Fight. 
His book is the most nuanced of 
those discussed here in examining 
and explaining the varied ideological 
permutations of the US far right from 
the neo-Nazis and the alt-right to 
the militias and the Christian right. 
He also offers a useful analysis of 
the more radical elements of far 
right ideology, which have some 
superficial overlap with concerns of 
the far left, such as anti-imperialism, 
decentralism and anti-globalisation. 
His discussion of gender politics 
is illuminating and necessary 
when a movement such as the 
alt-right is suffused with as much 
vicious misogyny as racism. This 
book is highly recommended as 
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Book reviews by 


the Librarian 


a knowledgeable, intellectually 
sophisticated and accessibly written 
account of the US far right today. 


Alt-America: The Rise of 
the Radical Right in the 
Age of Trump 


David Neiwert 
(Verso, 2018) 


David Neiwert is another experienced 
chronicler of the US far right who has 
published several books on the patriot 
movement, hate crimes and radical 
right radio shows. More recently he 
has been a regular correspondent for 
the US anti-racist group the Southern 
Poverty Law Center. 

His book also covers a broad range 
of currents on the US far right and he 
is particularly strong on detailing the 
historical background to the white 
supremacist backlash against the first 
black president, Barack Obama, with 
the rebirth of the patriot movement 


THE RISE of the RADICAL RIGHT 
in THE AGE OF TRUMP 


NEIWERT 


DAVID 


and the emergence of the Tea Party 
as the radical right wing of the 
Republican Party. 

Despite the ideological 
differences between these political 
movements, they all share a common 
conspiratorial and paranoid mindset 
and worldview — the “Alt-America” of 
the book’s title — and Neiwert argues 
persuasively that the alt-right and 
large sections of Trump’s support 
have emerged from this social and 
cultural environment. The book’s clear 
historical context and explanation 
of organisational and ideological 
developments will be extremely useful 
for newcomers to the subject. 


Alt-Right: From 4Chan to 
the White House 


Mike Wendling 
(Pluto, 2018) 


Mike Wendling is a US journalist who 
has been based in Britain for a number 
of years and works in the BBC’s digital 
current affairs department. This 
experience is put to good use in his 
book as he provides much insightful 
analysis of the online and digital 
culture that helped to spawn the 
alt-right during Trump’s tumultuous 
election campaign. 

He rightly identifies the origins of 
the alt-right in the coming together 
of conspiracism, misogyny and 
racism with nihilistic online cultures 
that are obsessed with shock tactics, 
aggressive trolling and the impact of 
offensive visual imagery. 

The author’s focus is much more on 
the alt-right than the broader white 
supremacist movement explored in 
the other books reviewed here, but he 
does an excellent job of explaining, 
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with admirable clarity, the language, 
culture, digital activism and media 
tactics employed by the alt-right. 

He also offers a measured assessment 
of its limited future prospects given the 
considerable internal splits within the 
alt-right and the concerted opposition 
it has faced from anti-fascists. Its 
cheerleader-in-chief still remains in 
the White House, however, and the 
mainstreaming of racism, sexism and 
homophobia continues. 


Everything You Love Will 
Burn: Inside the Rebirth 
of White Nationalism in 
America 


Vegas Tenold 
(Nation Books, 2018) 


Vegas Tenold’s book is what 
academics would term an 
ethnographic study. He spends 
considerable time in the company 

of fringe US white supremacist 
groups, such as the Ku Klux Klan, the 
National Socialist Movement and the 
Traditionalist Workers Party (TWP) 
led by Matthew Heimbach, who is the 
main focus of the book. 

He travels to their largely 
insignificant and pathetic rallies, 
demonstrations and marches, even 
finding himself in the middle of 
a physical conflict with militant 
anti-fascists at one point, as well as 
spending downtime with the white 
supremacist activists. 

This experience does offer some 
insight into what organised racists 
think and what motivates them, as 
well as exposing the squalid reality 
of much rightwing extremist activity, 
which is riven by bigotry, paranoia, 
over-inflated egos and sectarianism. 

There is also some interesting 
detail about the divides between the 
street soldiers and the “suits” — the 
would-be leaders of the alt-right with 
aspirations to be taken seriously as 
politicians or social influencers. 

The author also offers some potted 
history to contextualise his encounters 
with various far-right leaders but 
the book still feels short on genuine 
insights and analysis, especially 
given the author’s extensive access 
to the white supremacist scene. He 
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also misses out on a suitable ending 
for his narrative, as a major incident 
happened just after the publication 
of the book — the TWP dissolved 

in disarray when Heimbach was 
jailed following a domestic violence 
incident. 

While some of the psychological and 
emotional detail in Tenold’s book is 
interesting, this type of ethnographic 
study has been done far more 
successfully in the US by academics. 


Revolutionaries for the 
Right: Anticommunist 
internationalism and 
Paramilitary Warfare in 
the Cold War 


Kyle Burke 
(University of North 
Carolina Press, 2018) 


As we approach the 30th anniversary 
of the fall of the Berlin Wall and the 
collapse of the Soviet Union, it is easy 
to forget how profoundly significant 
anti-communism was in terms of the 
ideological worldview of the far right. 

During the 1970s and 1980s, there 
were considerable efforts on a global 
scale both by Western states and a 
variety of non-state actors to violently 
oppose or even overthrow progressive 
or leftwing governments. 


While the activities of the CIA 
and other Western intelligence 
agencies have been written about in a 
number of books looking at the Cold 
War and its proxy conflicts, there 
has been far less coverage of non- 
governmental organisations (NGOs), 
even though they played a leading role 
in fundraising, networking and the 
supply of weapons and mercenaries 
to rightwing paramilitaries in Latin 
America, Asia and Africa. 

Kyle Burke is a US academic 
historian and his book is to be 
warmly welcomed as the first major 
scholarly account of these radical right 
NGOs. He reveals the development 
of vehement anti-communist 
organisations that will be familiar to 
long term readers of Searchlight, such 
as the Anti-Bolshevik Bloc of Nations 
and the World Anti-Communist 
League (WACL), which were populated 
by a motley mix of ex-spooks and 
military staff, rightwing exiles and 
former Nazis and their collaborators. 

Operating across the world — often 
with the connivance of national 
intelligence services — and able to 
draw on funds from wealthy US 
conservatives, WACL and its allies 
worked with mercenary publications 
like Soldier of Fortune to support anti- 
communist guerrillas in countries such 
as Nicaragua, El Salvador, Guatemala, 
Ethiopia, Angola, Mozambique, 
Zimbabwe and Afghanistan. In many 
places these rightwing paramilitaries 
were responsible for widespread 
human rights abuses, murder and 
ethnic cleansing. They often functioned 
as death squads. 

The anti-communist networks 
largely collapsed with the Iran- 
Contra scandal and the demise of the 
Soviet Union but there was a serious 
blowback for the US both in terms of 
the Islamist organisations that arose 
out of the anti-Soviet struggle in 
Afghanistan and with the emergence 
of US domestic terrorists in the militia 
movement, some of whom emerged 
from this milieu. 

Burke’s book is well-researched and 
based on extensive archival fieldwork. 
It is to be hoped that scholars and 
other researchers will build on his 
efforts as there is much more still to 
be revealed about international covert 
radical right campaigns during the 
Cold War. s 


Searchlight | 29 


Paul Jackson 


Our regular commentator reviews a new 
book by influential academic Roger Griffin 
introducing comparative studies of fascism 


Grim comparisons 


Fascism: An Introduction to 
Comparative Fascist Studies 


Roger Griffin (Polity, 2018) 


hat is fascism? This question has 
driven the work of Roger Griffin 
throughout his influential academic 
career. In books, journal articles and 
at conferences, Griffin has spent a 
lifetime discussing and debating how fascism should be 
conceptualised and studied. He has made many friends and 
allies — and he has generated numerous critics too. Along 
the way, he has helped to establish the academic field of 
comparative fascism studies. 

His latest book has been written as an accessible 
introduction to his method of studying fascism. It is an 
excellent place to start for anyone looking for a clear and 
nuanced way to think about the history and ideological 
dynamics of this much-debated phenomenon. 

For Griffin, fascism can be summarised as a 
revolutionary form of populist ultra-nationalism. 
Commonly associated features of fascism — such as 
uniformed party members, charismatic leaders and 
antisemitic conspiracy theories — are important, although 
not, in and of themselves, definitional. 


Mythic 


He has also become notorious for promoting the somewhat 
esoteric word “palingenesis”, which he uses as a synonym 
for “revolution”, to explore the mythic and even spiritual 
way fascists conceptualise a sense of total renewal and 
project into the future a fantasy of creating an alternate 
modern world — think of the “thousand-year reich”. 

While Griffin is well known in academic circles for 
his one-sentence definition of fascism, in this book he 
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stresses that fascism should not be reduced to a simplistic 
model. Nor is fascism static. He argues his approach as 
an ideal type. In the spirit of 19th century German thinker 
Max Weber, it is a virtual model, not so much “true” as a 
“heuristically useful”, practical guide. 

Griffin has been making these arguments for decades 
now and has received critical attention, in particular from 
Marxist historians and theorists. Notably, Griffin’s focus 
on fascism being revolutionary — or “palingenetic” — 
contrasts strongly with Marxist approaches that typically 
argue fascism lacks ideological coherence and ultimately 
serves to prevent a socialist revolution overthrowing the 
capitalist era. While Griffin disagrees with any assessment 
that denies the revolutionary dynamics of fascism, he also 
recognises that Marxist approaches have helped to provoke 
much worthwhile debate. 


Conceptualising 


After an introduction explaining why fascism needs to be 
studied seriously, the first two chapters of the book engage 
with these debates about conceptualising fascism. Chapter 
one sets out Griffin’s critiques of competing Marxist 
approaches, alongside other models for studying generic 
fascism. Here, Griffin roots himself in a trend of studying 
the cultural and intellectual history of fascism that was 
pioneered by George Mosse, among others. 

Strikingly, he stresses the need to move away from 
using “fascism” as a pejorative term, and even argues 
for “methodological empathy” to think into the fascist 
mindset. While certainly not arguing that we should 
be sympathetic towards fascists who have promoted 
racist ideals and genocidal dynamics, Griffin stresses 
that academic analysts do need to listen to, and try to 
understand, what fascists say. By taking fascists seriously, 
he continues, it is possible to work out how they think 
and construct a better understanding of their ideological 
worldviews. 

The second chapter sets out Griffin’s own model for 
fascism, which aims to help achieve methodological 
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empathy. This offers a clear summary of many discussions 
that Griffin has presented at greater length in previous 
books and journal articles. This chapter again stresses that, 
while theoretical models help us recognise fascism, we 
should not get caught up in the theory alone. Fascism has a 
real and complex history, one that continues to evolve. 

Empirically examining the diversity of fascist agendas 
at different times and in different contexts, exploring 
their myriad forms of combining anti-liberal nationalisms 
with emotive stories of social and political rebirth after 
revolutionary breaks with the past — this is far more 
important than continually debating definitions. 

While the first two chapters cover issues related to 
definitions of fascism, the final two explore the diverse 
forms fascism has taken throughout its history. Chapter 
three focuses on interwar fascisms, in the era when fascism 
was at its height. It discusses a vast range of cases, starting 
with the regimes of Mussolini and Hitler. 

Romania’s Legion of the Archangel Michael, Hungary’s 
Arrow Cross, Norway’s Nasjonal Samling, Croatia’s 
Ustashe and the British Union of Fascists are all examined, 
as are fascisms outside Europe, such as Brazilian 
Integralist Action. 

Here, Griffin also moves beyond a simple country by 
country approach and instead explores a range of themes, 
such as fascist economics, fascist gender politics, fascist 
modernisms and, finally, fascist failures. We know a lot 
about the histories of some forms of fascism during this 
period, especially those in Italy, Germany and Britain. 

Yet other countries remain understudied, at least in 
English language scholarship. Hopefully, one of Griffin’s 
legacies in future will be a greater interest in the history 
of fascism in places such as Central and Eastern Europe, 
Scandinavia and South America, allowing historians to 
recognise the truly international nature of fascism during 
the 1930s and 1940s. 

While the period up to 1945 was a time when 
many fascists remained marginal, or were crushed by 
authoritarian regimes that saw fascist radicalism as 
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threatening, they could at least say they had successes 

in some parts of Europe. After 1945, fascists have only 
ever really operated at the margins of society, lacking the 
credibility to succeed politically. Griffin’s final chapter 
explores this more recent history of marginalisation and 
notes in particular the adaptability of fascism to new 
contexts. 

Here, Griffin’s approach, seeing the external trappings 
of interwar fascists — such as militias, charismatic leaders 
and overtly antisemitic language — as secondary to the core 
of generic fascism, becomes particularly incisive. While 
fascist movements in the interwar period usually had a 
clearer sense of common style, after 1945 they adapted in a 
wide variety of ways to circumstances where they were, and 
still are, marginalised. 


Diverse 


Some fascists have turned to violence, others to creating 
revolutionary subcultures offering a cultic worldview 
steeped in past fascist glories alongside fantasies of a 

new revolutionary era to come. In the US, a violent white 
supremacist and neo-Nazi culture emerged, in Britain, 
phenomena such as the White Power music scene were 
created and in Europe ideologues such as Alain de Benoist 
invented new forms of intellectualised fascism, steeped in a 
philosophical language that denied such phenomena were 
even fascist. 

These diverse forms of neo-fascism have increasingly 
sought to network internationally, Griffin explains, while 
he adds that they have also found numerous ways to 
exploit the internet. 

Contentiously for some, Griffin concludes that modern 
day figures such as US president Donald Trump and his 
Russian counterpart, Vladimir Putin, are not fascists. 
Trump lacks the ideological complexity to be considered a 
fascist, and his time in power — so far, at least — has not led 
to a political revolution overturning democracy. 

Putin has certainly created a new form of 
authoritarianism, but Griffin does not see this as fascism 
either. A much better example of a 21st century fascist, 
for Griffin, is Norwegian mass murderer Anders Behring 
Breivik. He justified his terrorism to himself through 
his manifesto, a text that projected into the future a 
revolutionary transformation of Europe by 2083. By this 
time Europe would be purged of “traitors” and those 
deemed racially unfit for the new time, via a period 
of civil war. This is a much clearer articulation of the 
“palingenetic” or rebirth fantasy that Griffin suggests is at 
the core of fascist politics. 

In his conclusion, Griffin says he hopes his book will 
help readers move beyond simply exploring what fascists 
have done to gain an understanding of why they acted as 
they did. His approach certainly helps achieve this bold 
aim. Indeed, for anyone looking for a readable primer on 
the history of 20th and 21st century fascism, this book is a 
must read. 

It offers a lively introduction to a wide range of academic 
approaches to analysing fascism and is packed with pithy 
summaries of key figures, groups and agendas. Finally, as 
well as being a respected academic expert, Griffin is also an 
entertaining guide. e 
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Searchlight magazine and the history of British anti-fascism are at the centre of a major new 
digital resource created by Gale Cengage and supported by Searchlight and the University 

of Northampton. Primarily designed for university libraries, the Political Extremism and 
Radicalism in the Twentieth Century Archive includes every edition of Searchlight, as well as 
a wide range of digitised source material for studying the history of fascism and the extreme 
right. It is a major resource for students and academic researchers interested in political 
extremism and those who have opposed it. 


In addition to Searchlight magazine itself, the archive includes a wide range of other documents from 
Searchlight’s own archives, which are based at the University of Northampton. This includes digitised 
leaflets, and other ephemeral material, produced not only by fascist and racist groups but also by 
many anti-fascist opponents. There are thousands of historical documents that have been collated by 
Searchlight over the years and the new online archive also includes oral history interviews with British 
anti-fascist activists. These interviews - which can be accessed as audio files or read as transcripts - 
feature anti-fascists discussing their motivation, methods of activism and impact. 


As well as material related to British fascism and the extreme right, the archive also includes 
many documents from the Hall-Hoang Collection of Dissenting and Extremist Printed Propaganda, 
based at Brown University in the US. This collection encompasses a range of documents created 
by US fascist and antisemitic organisations, as well as white supremacist groups such as the Ku 
Klux Klan. Much of this material was collated by life-long campaigner Gordon Hall, who dedicated 
himself to infiltrating and calling out racist organisations in the US. 


Michigan State University’s American Radicalism Collection has also contributed material to the 
archive. This includes more ephemera from groups ranging from the Black Panther Party to the 
John Birch Society. The archive also includes digitised material from Britain's National Archives. 
This focuses on British fascism, including documents on Oswald Mosley and the British Union of 
Fascists, Arnold Leese and the Imperial Fascist League, the Nordic League and the Link. 


Finally, the archive has a number of essays on key themes written by experts, including Daniel 
Jones, Matthew Feldman, Benjamin Lee, Gavin Bailey and myself, on themes such as transnational 
fascism, anti-fascism, conducting oral histories of anti-fascists, and issues related to maintaining 
an archive related to political extremism. 


At the end of June 2018, the Political Extremism and Radicalism in the Twentieth Century Archive 
had its official launch, at the American Library Association’s annual conference in New Orleans, 
where it received a great deal of interest. It is not difficult to see why. While the recent political 
climate has helped to generate many media debates on the nature of the extreme right, much 
of it has been quite superficial and lacking in historical context. It is clear that there is a deeper 
interest in studying the phenomenon in a scholarly and rigorous manner, and this new archive is 
an ideal resource. 


Searchlight and the University of Northampton are both very pleased to have been included 

in this major project and we hope the Political Extremism and Radicalism in the Twentieth 
Century Archive will help academics, students and others develop a sharper and more detailed 
understanding of the recent historical contexts that drive far right politics today. 
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Black and minority ethnic activists and justice campaigners held a London meeting 
with the US pioneer of the Black Lives Matter movement. Cathy Pound was there 


lack people and those 
from minority ethnic 
communities accounted 
for 30% of all deaths 
from police shootings 
in England and Wales in 2015- 
16, according to statistics from 
the Independent Office for Police 
Conduct. And figures just released 
for 2017-18 show a 64% increase in 
deaths at the hands of the police — 
reaching a 10-year high. 

Black Lives Matter US co-founder 
Patrisse Khan-Cullors did a speaking 
tour in Britain in March this year, 
launching her book, When they call 
you a Terrorist: Black Lives Matter 
Memoir. Patrisse created the hashtag 
#BlackLivesMatter in response to 
Alicia Garza’s statement after the 
acquittal of George Zimmerman 
following his fatal shooting of black 
teenager Trayvon Martin. 

Now she says she continues “to 
be surprised at how little black lives 
matter”. I heard Patrisse speak at a 
south London meeting, organised by 
Lewisham Deptford Labour Party’s 
black, Asian and minority ethnic 
forum. 

The speakers came from community 
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organisations, with the meeting 
organisers making clear this was not a 
platform for politicians. 

The meeting felt timely, after the 
death two days previously of Kevin 
Clarke, a 35 year old black man, 
while being detained by police in 
Lewisham, reportedly at a time when 
he was experiencing a mental health 
crisis. Members of Black Lives Matter 
London were in attendance too. 
Activism 
Patrisse told the meeting her activism 
started when her brother’s lack of 
access to mental health treatment and 
support led to his repeated arrest and 
incarceration. Patrisse became aware 
of the brutality of the prison system 
and joined with others to campaign 
against this systematic abuse. 

A number of young people 
addressed the meeting. Two friends 
spoke of the period after one of them 
was stabbed when they would only 
go out together as the victim feared 
leaving the house. It was shocking 
and heartbreaking to hear the young 
man who had accompanied his friend 
say that this was the reality in which 
young people lived. He stated calmly 


Black Lives Matter 


campaigners 
march in the US 
city of Baltimore 


that he considers his own mortality, 
saying, “If I die, it would not end 
here.” His involvement with music 
meant he had created something 
reflecting his life that would be 
remembered if he became a victim of 
a stabbing, he said. 

A secondary school student said 
gangs surrounded her school, with 
some violence coming not from racists 
or the police but from within her 
own community. Poverty and lack of 
equal opportunity in education and 
employment was “making us kill each 
other”, she said. 

A middle-aged architect said that 
despite how others might see him as 
a professional family man, he walked 
around “raging inside”. He remembered 
being told he “smelled” at the age of 
five — and the pain remained, seeing the 
inequality around him. 

Marcia Riggs, of the United Friends 
and Family Campaign, urged people 
to join the 20th annual march, called 
by the group on the last Saturday of 
October to highlight deaths in police 
custody, prison and the mental health 
system. A 2017 government report into 
deaths in police custody stated that no 
prosecutions had been successful. @ 
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Class action 


Cathy Pound reports on this year’s union conferences and labour movement events 
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UN Anti-Racism Day demo 
Numbers were large again at this annual event called by 
Stand Up to Racism, despite the freezing conditions as 
people gathered on 17 March in central London. The trade 
union banners and people with home-made placards 
assembled and speeches were held at both the start and 
end of the demo. Searchlight editor Gerry Gable warned 
that this was “the most dangerous time, since the end of the 
Second World War” because of the growth of the far right. 
The fact that the far right had mobilised in such large 
numbers at Democratic Football Lads Alliance (DFLA) 
and “Free Tommy Robinson” events means that the 
mobilisation for the 2019 UN Anti-Racism Day event must 
be seen as a priority, along with addressing the threat they 
pose as they try to build their networks past the confines of 
the football hooligan firms. 


NEU-NUT Conference 


The National Union of Teachers, formed in 1870, held 
its final conference in Brighton at the end of March and 
beginning of April. From 2019 the new National Education 
Union (NEU), combining the NUT and the Association of 
Teachers and Lecturers (ATL) will hold its own event. 
Lorraine Hunte of Croydon NUT received the Blair 
Peach Award for her work in fighting racism. The 
nomination noted her speech at a large march and rally 
in April 2017 protesting against the horrific attack by a 
mob on Kurdish refugee Reker Ahmed, and her strong 
input with Croydon NUT to the action plan drawn up by 
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The anti-racism 


day demo called 
by Stand Up to 
Racism 


the London Borough of Croydon’s education department 
following the inquiry into the racist murder of Stephen 
Lawrence. 


NASUWT conference 


TUC general secretary Frances O’Grady gave fraternal 
greetings to the conference of the NASUWT teachers’ 
union in April, praising its work and inviting teachers to 
join other trade unionists on the march for a New Deal for 
Workers called for 12 May. 


TUC New Deal for Workers demo 


Searchlight magazine was distributed to trade unionists 
and others marching to support the TUC’s call for a better 
deal for workers on 12 May. TUC general secretary Frances 
O’Grady said, “You can’t hand out bumper dividends to 
shareholders and cut workers’ wages. You can’t fill your 
boots in the boardroom and tell workers to tighten their 
belts and you can’t build world-class companies on the 
back of second-class rights. The greed has to stop.” 


PCS conference 


The PCS trade union overwhelmingly passed a resolution 
on tackling indirect discrimination in the civil service at 

its annual conference in May. At a fringe meeting, Stand 
Up to Racism screened the film Calais Children — A Case 
to Answer, which examines the situation of the 1,900 
unaccompanied children stranded in Calais, some of whom 
could legally enter the UK but are having difficulty having 
their cases acknowledged or heard. 


Tolpuddle Martyrs’ Festival 


Old friends and new visited the Searchlight stall at 
Tolpuddle this year. People congratulated us on our work 
in this difficult time with far right demonstrators physically 
attacking anti-racists, trade unionists and the police. Some 
shared their experience of encountering the DFLA in their 
own city or town. Festival goers wanted to see big turnouts 
and thorough briefings for people attending counter- 
protests, to ensure we tackle this threat while keeping safe. 

Many sent greetings to Searchlight editor Gerry Gable — 
“A very brave man” — and remembered working with him 
on a variety of anti-fascist campaigns. 

It was another good year celebrating the trade union 
movement that is still so vital in promoting and protecting 
workers’ rights, especially for young workers and those 
who are forced into casual self-employed work or on zero- 
hour contracts. s 
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Cathy Pound reports from a commemoration of anti-racist 
writer and activist A Sivanandan who died earlier this year 


Sivanandan: 


iends, family and colleagues 
f Ambalavaner Sivanandan, 
who died in January, 
gathered in Conway Hall, 
central London, on 23 June 
to remember, to recall, to celebrate — 
but also to shed tears. This was a time to 
pay tribute to the massive contribution 
“Siva” made through his life’s work 
to addressing issues of race, class and 
colonialism. He was the first to speak 
of structural “institutional racism”, well 
before the Macpherson report on the 
racist murder of Stephen Lawrence and 
the police response. 

The event was expertly orchestrated 
by the Institute of Race Relations 
(IRR), with the stage exquisitely 
set up as if an intimate living room, 
with a rug and armchairs where the 
contributors could settle down to 
recall their first encounters with Siva. 


Crystalised 


Some recalled the trepidation with 
which they met this man, an awe- 
inspiring figure, who then became a 
mentor, friend and comrade in the 
struggle. Siva’s aphorisms appeared on 
a screen and reminded attendees of the 
pithy phrases with which he crystalised 
ideas and brought them to life. 

“We are here, because you were 
there,” spells out a simple truth of 
post-colonial migration. With the 
disgrace of the Windrush generation 
deportations, the power of these 
words continues to reverberate. 

Contributors captured Siva’s many 
skills and achievements as well as 
his legacy. A session on “Siva the 
Interrupter” looked at his unflinching 
and forthright analysis, which pulled no 
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punches and which was never simply 
to be read but was aimed at helping to 
change the things he exposed. 

Siva felt compelled to make anti- 
racism his life’s work after witnessing 
the Notting Hill riots on his arrival in 
the UK in 1958. He had fled Sri Lanka 
after riots there in which 300 Tamils 
were killed. Siva arrived at the IRR 
as a librarian and was meticulous in 
archiving, collecting materials and 
collating information — including 
starting to keep records of deaths 
in police custody and other state 
institutions. 

It is important to understand that 
Siva wrote for the people affected by 
racism, not for academics. But it was 
not an overstatement when he was 
referred to as a visionary thinker. 

Musurat Dar, who first came to the 
IRR on a student placement, said Siva 
had equipped students like her with 
the tools and confidence to create an 
“army of political soldiers” who would 
see it as their duty to challenge, to make 
interventions and to strive, as Siva did, 
to change the world around them. 

IRR chair Colin Prescod opened the 
session on “Siva the Alchemist” by 
reading from Siva’s first novel, When 
Memory Dies, and spoke of how Siva 
transformed “words into weapons”, 
channelling the anger that he could 
not and would not contain so that his 
words were “full of rage” at times. 

Virou Srilangarajah, of the Tamil 
Information Centre, spoke of Siva’s 
saying, “Who you are is what you 
do,” which reiterates his insistence 
that saying or writing something 
is not enough and that real change 
comes through action. This session 


a celebration 


Sivanandan was 


remembered for 
his words - and 
his commitment 
to achieving real 
change 


ended with a screening of an as yet 
unreleased track, Passports on Our 
Faces, with Siva speaking against a 
background of music by John Pandit, 
formerly of Asian Dub Foundation 
and a lifelong anti-racist activist and 
friend of Siva’s. 

The final session, “Siva the Builder”, 
was chaired by Siva’s partner, Jenny 
Bourne, and summed up the legacy 
Siva has left through his ability to 
create ideas, networks and institutions. 

The event served as a reminder 
of the need to continue Siva’s work 
and for dedicated organisations and 
individuals to maintain the rigorous 
collation of information and detailed 
analysis — as well as to act and to 
challenge. Participants were reminded 
that for Siva, “The heart is where the 
battle is.” ® 
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Searchlight _ 
sends warm 
solidarity greetings 


to all delegates at the : 
TUC Congress 2018 
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